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PREFACE. 

This  story  or  novel  is  number  sixteen 
of  the  collection  of  famous  forty  stories 
Chin  Ku  Ch'i  Kuan.  According  to  H. 
Cordier  it  has  been  translated  into  French 
by  Wieger  with  the  title  "Le  Justicier." 

The  authors  of  these  books  are  not 
known,  but  it  is  said  that  they  were 
written  by  a  number  of  officials  in  Peking 
towards  the  close  of  the  Ming  Dynasty 
and  the  beginning  of  the  Ch'ing  Dynasty. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  translation  will  be 
found  of  interest  to  those  who  are  study- 
ing Chinese,  and  also  those  Chinese 
students  who  are  studying  English.  With 
this  in  view  the  Chinese  text  has  been 
closely  followed  in  the  translation.  In 
order  to  facilitate  reference  the  book  has 
been  arranged  in  chapters  and  paragrajihs 
although  the  original  has  no  such 
divisions. 

J.  A.  JACKSON 

Thomas  Hanbury  School  for  Boys, 

63  Haskell  Road, 

Shanghai. 

4th  January,  1922. 


Li,  DUKE  OF  CHMEN 

AND 

THE  POOR  SCHOLAR  WHO  MET  A 
CHIVALROUS  MAN 

CHAPTER  I. 
The    story    goes    that    during    the 
T'ang  Dynasty,  A.  D.  742,  at  a  place 
called  Ch'angan,  there  was  a  student 
surname  Fang,  personal  name  Te,  who 
had  been  born  handsome,  and  was  very 
tall.     He  was  thirty  years  of  age.   His 
family  was  very  poor,  and  all  his  life 
there  had  been  the  bitter  struggles  of 
poverty.     He  entirely  depended  upon 
his    wife,    Pei  Shih,  who  wove  cloth 
for  a  livelihood.     In   the  year  afore- 
mentioned,   as    the    end    of    autumn 
arrived,  he  wore  on  his   head  a  skin 
cap,  and  on  his  body  he  put  on  a  big 
overcoat  made  of  old  summer  clothing. 
He  thought,  "Now  that  the  weather 
is  gradually  becoming  colder  how  can 
I  go  out  and  see  people  if  I  am  like 
this."     He  then  remembered  that  his 
wife  would  be  finishing  two    rolls  of 
cloth    and  he  calculated    they    would 
soon  be  made  into  clothing. 

Who  didnot  know  his  wife's  charac- 
ter? She  came  from  a  small  family, 
and     was    inexperienced.      Moreover 
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her  disposition  was  extremely  cruel, 
and  from  her  lips  also  came  severity 
so  that  her  conversation  vi^as  as  cutting 
as  a  knife.  Whether  turned  this  way 
or  that  nobody  could  get  the  better 
of  her  in  conversation. 

She  saw  that  Fang  Te  had  no 
living,  and.  entirely  depended  upon 
her  charity  fare.  Therefore  she  reviled 
him  because  he  had  no  luck,  and 
whatever  he  said  it  was  always  the 
same.  He  had  no  plan  to  escape  this 
and  no  matter  what  the  affair  was  he 
al  ways  yielded  to  her.  She  seized  this 
idea,  and  took  full  advantage  of  it. 
On  this  day  she  rigidly  sat  there  turn- 
ing over  her  thoughts.  As  her  husband 
was  as  poor  as  this  when  v/ould  she  be 
relieved  from  this  anxiety.  She  re- 
sented that  her  parents  who  were  the 
source  of  the  error  had  spoiled  her 
life.  Her  affections  were  genuine,  but 
would  never  flourish. 

Now  opportunely,  Fang  Te  wanted 
the  cloth,  as  she  also  did,  but  he 
opposed  her  temper  and  she  was  very 
angry.  Therefore  she  said  to  him, 
"  You,  man,  are  unable  to  earn  money 
for  the  upkeep  of  the  family  and 
entirely  depend  upon  your  wife  for  a 
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livelihood.  Now,  even  your  clothes 
I  give  to  you.  You  talk  iu  this  way, 
but  how  is  it  you  do  uot  feel  ashamed? 
Upou  hearing  this  Fang  Te's  face 
showed  his  extreme  shauie.  He  had 
uo  plan  and  meekly  and  submissively 
said,  "My  dear,  hitherto  you  have 
very  fortunately  provided  for  our 
sustenance,  I  am  truly  exceedingly 
grateful  to  you.  Although  now  I  am 
so  poor,  in  time  to  come  there  may  be 
some  means  of  me  earning  a  living. 
Now  take  this  roll  of  cloth  and  give  it 
to  me  and  wait.  Wheu  afterwards  I 
have  a  better  time,  1  will  give  your  in- 
jured feelings  the  best  compensation." 
Pei  Shih  heard  this  language,  and 
straightaway  waved  her  hand  and  said, 
*'  You  already  after  many  years  are 
still  as  poor  as  this.  Wheu  is  your 
good  time  coming?  I  expect  it  will 
come  when  the  sky  opens  and  lets  fall 
sycee.  Perhaps  it  may  be  at  that  time 
you  will  be  able  to  snatch  something. 
You  have  deceived  me  these  few 
years  with  such  sweet  words  and  flat- 
tery. I  therefore  do  not  believe  your 
language.  I  want  these  two  rolls  of 
cloth  to  makeinto  embroidered  clothing 
for  winter.    You  will  not  get  them." 
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Fang  Te  could  not  get  the  cloth 
and  upon  hearing  this  slightly  abusive 
language  he  guessed  that  she  wanted 
to  have  a  row  with  him.  He  also 
was  afraid  that  his  wife  with  her 
severe  tone  antl  loud  voice  would 
tell  the  neighbours,  who  hear-ing 
this  would  find  fault  with  the  bad 
appearance  of  affairs.  As  he  had  no 
means  of  escape  he  did  not  dare  to 
speak,  but  he  concealed  his  anger  and 
went  out.  He  decided  to  find  a  friend 
who  would  lend  him  money.  He 
raced  about'for  more  than  half  a  day, 
and  yet  did  not  meet  a  friend.  His 
bad  luck  that  day  was  with  him  like 
an  enemy. 

CHAPTER  H. 

Suddenly  a  gale  of  wind  arose,  and 
it  began  to  rain.  His  old  snmmer 
great  evercoat  muttered  at  the  cold 
wind  as  it  fluttered  about,  just  like  the 
sound  of  leaves  falling  from  the  trees. 
Immediately  he  was  covered  with 
"gooseflesh."  He  then  bent  his  head 
against  the  wind  and  rain^  and  ran 
towards  an  old  temple  inside  which  he 
could    shelter     from     the    rain.     The 
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temple  was  called  The  Yiiii  Hwa  Cli'aii 
Szu    (The  Clouds  and  Flowers  Con- 
templation Temple).    Fang Te entered 
the.    outer    gate,    and    looked    round. 
There  was  a  big  Chinaman  on  the  left 
side  of  the  verandah  sitting  on  a  door 
step.     Inside  the  hall  was  an  old  priest 
reading  his  prayers.     Fang  Te  walked 
to  the  left  side  of  the  verandah,    sat 
down  on  a  door  step  and  stared  vacantly 
at  the  sky.     When  the  rain  had  almost 
ceased  he  thought,  "I  had  better  go 
now    than   wait    until    the    rain    gets 
heavier  when  it  will  be  hard  walking." 
He  was  just  on  the  point  of  going 
when  by  a  sudden  turn  of  his  head  he 
saw  on  the  wall  a  drawing  of  a  small 
bird  with  feathers  and  a  tail,  but  with- 
out any  head.     Seeing  this  he  was  very 
do  vn-hearted,  and  said  to  himself  "I 
have  heard  men  say  that  in  drawing 
birds  you  must  first  draw    the   head. 
How  comes  it  that  this  man  has  not 
done  the  same  as  the  others,  and  fur- 
ther  has    not   finished  the    drawing  ! 
What  is  the  idea?"     He  looked  at  it 
from  all  sides  and  thought  the  drawing 
was  really  fine.  He  then  said, "Although 
I  am  unable  to  do  this  affair,  I  think 
this  bird's  head  is  not  difficult  to  draw. 
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I  will  get  a  brush  and  finish  it  by  a 
little  addition.''  With  this  idea  he 
then  went  inside  the  hall,  and  borrowed 
a  brush  from  the  priest  dipped  it  well 
in  the  ink,  and  taking  it  drew  the  bird's 
head.  The  drawing  was  not  bad 
looking,  and  he  being  exceedingly 
pleased  said,  "If  I  learnt  painting  I 
could  possibly  do  it  better." 

As  soon  as  he  had  finished  he  saw 
approaching  the  big  man  who  had  been 
sitting  in  the  left  side  of  the  verandah 
He  examined  Fang  Te  with  close 
scrutiny  and  with  his  face  wreath- 
ed, in  smiles,  said,  "Hsin  Tsai  (Sir 
or  Scholar)  please  come  over  to  this 
side,  and  we  will  have  a  little  talk." 
Fang  Te  asked  him,  "  Who  are  you, 
and  what  have  you  to  say  ?''  The  man 
then  said,  *'Sir,  you  must  not  ask  for 
details.  Come  along  with  me  to  a 
better  place."  Fang  Te  being  at  that 
time  very  poor,  and  hearing  this  talk 
about  a  better  place  was  exceedingly 
pleased.  He  took  the  brush  and  re- 
turned it  to  the  priest  ;  took  up  his 
tattered  summer  clothing  and  big 
overcoat,  arranged  his  dress,  and  ac- 
companied the  man. 
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CHAPTER  III. 
By  this  time  the    rain  had   ceased. 
The  ground  was  deep  in  nuid  but  they 
did  not  mind  this,  and  left  the  Clouds 
and  Flowers  Temple  straightaway  by 
the    Tranquil   Gate.    Just    near    they 
came   to   the    Lo-Yu-Yuan   (Pleasant 
Travels  Garden) .    That  place  was  very 
lonely.     The  big  man  knocked  three 
times  at  the  small  postern  gate.     They 
waited  a  little  time  and  then  a  man 
came  to  open  the  door.     He  was  also 
a  big  man  and  upon  seeing  Fang  Te 
was  very  glad,   advanced,  and  saluted 
him    with     folded    arms.     Fang    Te 
suspecting  something  said  to  himself 
"  What   can    these  two  men    have  in 
hand  ?     They  requested  me    to  come 
here  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a 
decent    place."     Therefore   he    asked 
them,  "Whose  house  is  this?''     The 
two  men  said,  "Hsiu  Tsai,  go  inside 
and   then  you  will  know."     Fang  Te 
entered  the  gate,   and    the    two    men 
then  took  the  leaves  of  the  door  and 
closed  them  as  before.     They  accom- 
panied him  inside. 

Fang  Te  looked  round.  The  court- 
yard was  full  of  very  high  wild  grass, 
and  it  was  evidently  a  disused  garden 
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with    many    winding    paths.     There 
was  an  arbor  with  the  roof  falling  in. 
Inside  the  arbor  he   saw    fourteen  or 
fifteen  men,    who    were,    without    ex- 
ception   stout   and   had    thick    necks. 
They  also  had    cruel   expressions    on 
their  faces.     When  they  saw  Fang  Te 
they   smiled    and    said,     "Hsiu    Tsai, 
please  come  in."     Fang  Te  in  his  heart 
was  very  amazed  and  wondered  what 
strange  business  they  had  there,  and 
what  they  wanted  to  say  to  him.    They 
took  him  into  the  arbor  and  welcomed 
him.     When    the    usual    introducing 
•  ceremonies   had    been    finished    they 
invited  him    to   sit   on    a  bench    and 
asked  him,   "Hsiu  Tsai,  what  is  your 
name  ?  "     Fang  Te  replied,  '•  My  name 
is  Fang,  but  I  do  not  know  what  you 
gentlemen  want  to  talk  to  me  about," 
Then  the  man  who  had  brought  him 
there  said,  "I  certainly  will  not  deceive 
you.     All  of  us  here  are    'good  China- 
men'    who    live    on    the    rivers    and 
lakes,  (e.  g.  pirates)  but  for  our  special 
business    we   do    not    require    capital. 
All    of   us  are    alike,    '  braves.'     The 
day  before  yesterday  we  had  a   little 
trouble,  therefore  we  besought  heaven 
that  we  might  find  a  good  Chinaman 
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with  plenty  of  wisdom  and  strategy, 
whom  we  conld  ask  to  be  our  elder 
brother.  All  of  us  would  listen  to  his 
orders.  So  we  drew,  on  the  wall  in 
the  Yun  Hwa  Temple  an  unfinished 
drawing  of  a  bird.  The  feathers  were 
all  completed,  but  there  was  some- 
thing short.  If  the  reply  was  propiti- 
ations the  Gods  would  send  us  an 
heroic  Chinaman  who  would  take  this 
drawing  of  a  bird,  and  make  his  ad- 
ditions to  it.  We  then  would  ask  him 
to  come  and  join  us.  We  waited  a  few 
days,  and  did  not  meet  that  man. 
Now  we  are  very  pleased  that  Heaven 
has  bestowed  on  us  our  desires.  Yon, 
sir,  are  in  appearance  so  gigantic. 
There  certainly  is  wisdom  and  bravery, 
combined  in  you,  and  really  you  were 
destined  to  be  a  robber  chief.  Hence- 
forth we  will  listen  to  your  instructions 
and  guarantee  a  cheerful  band  of  follow- 
ers quite  to  the  end  of  your  life.  Will 
that  do?"  He  then  oi:dered  the  others 
to  quickly  go,  and  kill  the  animals 
for  the  sacrifice  to  Heaven  and  Earth. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Among  the  men  there  were  three  or 
four  who  on  hearing  this,  "vanished 
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like  smoke"  and  ran  out  to  the  back 
part.  FangTe  npon  hearing  this,  simp- 
ly jumped  with  fright.  He  thonglit, 
"  This  is  certainly  a  band  of  rob- 
bers. I  am  quite  an  innocent  man. 
How  then  can  I  do  this  business  ?  " 

So  he  said  to  them,  "  Gentlemen, 
good  Chinamen,  my  superiors,  if  you 
will  tell  me  to  do  any  other  business 
I  will  do  it,  but  if  you  tell  me  to  do 
this,  I  certainly  dare  not  obey  your 
orders." 

When  they  heard  this  language  they 
all  said  to  him,  "  What  is  your  reason 
.for  this?" 

Fang  Te  said,  "I  am  a  student,  and 
in  the  future  will  certainly  have  a 
good  time.  But  how  can  I  do  this 
unlawful  business." 

They  replied  "  Hsui  Tsai,  your  state- 
•  ment  is  not  correct.  Now  that  Yang 
Kuo-chung,  *the  prime  minister  is  sell- 
ing positions,  and  trading  in  titles,  he 
who  has  money  can  become  a  man- 
darin, but  he  who  is  without  money 
is  just  like  the  celebrated  Li  Tai-po 
(A.D.  762) — he  will  be  unable  to  get 
promotion.     If  he  does  not  know  the 

'Brother  of  the  fanioiis  concubine  Yang  Kwei-fei. 
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foreign  book?  he  will  still  remain  a 
scholar.  We  speak  this,  and  are  not 
afraid  of  your  indignation.  We  look 
at  you  dressed  in  this  way,  and  it  is 
evident  you  have  no  money.  How 
then  can  you  hope  to  become  a  man- 
darin? Therefore  you  had  better  join 
us,  and  drink  wine  and  eat  meat  with 
us  from  a  large  common  bowl  ;  wear 
decent  clothes  and  weigh  and  distribute 
the  gold.  Moreover  being  our  chief 
you  will  have  much  pleasure,  and 
order  things  your  own  way.  After- 
wards if  our  luck  is  good,  we  will 
seize  some  stronghold  and  you  will 
reign  in  solitary  splendour." 

Fang  Te  on  hearing  this  was  un- 
decided. A  big  man.  again  said, 
"  Hsiu  Tsai,  if  you  truly  are  not  will- 
ing, we  dare  not  force  you  but  there 
is  an  alternative.  You  have  come 
here,  and  we  are  afraid  to  allow  you 
to  return  so  that  if  you  do  not  agree 
we  will  seize  you  and  kill  you.  Now, 
no  more  objections !  "  Saying  this  the 
big  man  pulled  a  knife  out  of  his  boot 
with  a  hissing  sound. 

Fang  Te  was  frightened  out  of  his 
skin  and  retreated  backwards  about 
ten     steps.      He     said,     "Gentlemen, 
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before  you  lay  hands  on  me  wait 
until  we  have,  again  discussed  this 
matter." 

They  all  said.  "Do  you  agree  or 
not?  Just  one  word.  What  is  there 
to  discuss?" 

Fang  Te  thought  that  at  this 
solitary  place  if  he  did  not  agree  they 
would  kill  him,  but  who  would  know 
of  it?  It  would  be  better  to  deceive 
them  for  a  short  time  and  wait  till 
tomorrow  when  he  would  think  of 
some  plan  of  running  away.  Then  go 
to  the  yamen  as  an  informer  and  tell 
them  where  to  go  to  catch  these 
thieves.  He  calculated  that  this  was  a 
better  plan  so  he  said,  "I  am  much 
obliged,  gentlemen  for  your  kindness 
to  me.  Unavoidedly  I  was  born  a  big 
coward,  and  feared  I  could  not  do  this 
matter." 

They  all  said,  "This  is  not  im- 
portant. At  first  all  of  us  were 
cowards,  but  after  doing  the  business 
a  few  times  we  became  brave. " 

Fang  Te  said.  "  As  it  is  this  way  I 
am  compelled  to  agree  with  )0U, 
gentlemen." 

On  hearing  this  they  immediately 
were   glad.     The   big   man   took   the 
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knife  and  stuck  it  into  his  boot  as 
before  and  then  said,  "Now  as  we 
are  all  united  it  is  our  duty  to  address 
him  as  our  Elder  Brother.  Quickly 
take  the  clothes  and  give  them  to  our 
Elder  Brother  to  change.  We  will 
fittingly  return  our  thanks  to  Heaven 
and  Earth." 

A  man  went  inside  and  brought  a 
suit  of  new  clothes,  a  new  hat  and  a 
pair  of  boots,  and  handed  them  to 
Fang  Te  to  dress  in.  Compared  with 
previous  times  he  was  now  much 
smarter.  They  all  praised  him  by 
saying,  "Elder  Brother,  with  this 
manly  bearing,  there  is  no  need  to  say 
you  can  be  the  chief  of  a  band  of 
robbers,  because  you  can  even  do  the 
Emperor's  affairs.  The  common  say- 
ing, is,  'Even  though  you  have  not 
actually  seen,  you  may  still  have 
hope;  use  your  intelligence  and  there 
will  be  no  disorder.' 

CHAPTER  V. 
Fang  Te  was  previously  a  poor 
student,  and  he  had  not  worn  such 
nice  clothes  as  these.  Now,  all  at 
once,  he  had  got  new  clothes  and 
this  naturally  caused  him   to  change 
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his  mind.  Now  that  he  grasped  the 
meaning  of  all  their  talk,  he  saw  that 
they  were  right.  He  knew  that  at 
the  present  time  Yang  Kuo-chnng 
was  the  Prime  Minister,  and  being  a 
corrnpt  official  coveted  the  spoils  of 
office,  and  nobody  knew  how  much 
ability  was  not  given  its  proper  opportu- 
nity. As  he  had  only  ordinary 
ability  how  could  he  hope  to  become 
a  mandarin.  If  he  did  not  become  a 
mandarin  then  his  would  be  a  life  of 
poverty,  and  men  would  be  greatly 
amused.  Further,  just  now  was  the 
cold  autumn  weather  and  he  only 
wore  tattered  summer  clothing.  He 
had  wanted  from  his  wife  a  roll  of 
cloth  to  make  into  clothing,  but  he 
could  not  get  it.  He  had  tried  to 
find  a  friend  who  would  lend  him 
money,  but  no  one  had  been  willing  to 
assist  him.  This  band  of  men  on  the 
other  hand  were  very  good  natured, 
and  although  he  had  not  been  pre- 
viously acquainted  with  them,  they 
had  willingly  given  him  this  good 
clothing  to  wear  and  had  invited  him 
to  become  their  chief.  If  he  accom- 
panied them  during  this  period  of 
idleness,  then   the   remaining   half  of 
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his  life  would  be  pleasant.  Qii  the 
other  hand,  however,  if  he  told  these 
men  to  seize  anything  then  his  life 
might  come  to  an  end.  In  his  mind, 
certainly  his  thoughts  were  confnsed 
and  so  irregular  that  he  could  not 
arrive  at  a  decision  at  that  time.  He 
saw  that  they  were  quickly  preparing 
the  incense  table,  and  had  brought  in 
a  cooked  pig  nd  sheep,  and  had 
arranged  them  in  the  centre. 

Including  Fang  Te  there  were 
altogether  eighteen  men.  They  were 
all  kneeling,  burning  the  incense  -and 
taking  the  oath  of  brotherhood  by 
wetting  their  fingers  in  the  "com- 
mon "  blood  and  smearing  it  on  their 
mouths.  When  the  worship  of  heaven 
and  e*rth  was  finished  they  all  ko'to'ued 
to  Fang  Te,  and  each  told  him  his 
name.  "^ After  a  little  time  they  spread 
the  banquet  and  requested  Fang^  Te 
to  take  the  seat  of  honour.  They 
all  then  without  the  usual  courtesies 
ate  and  drank. 

Fang  Te  had  been  accustomed  to 
merely  plain  food,  which  had  not 
satisfied  his  desires,  and  when  he  had 
got  a  little  meat  and  wine,  he  could 
hardly  get  enough.     Now  that  he  had 
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obtained  this  pleasure  liis  joy  was 
without  bounds.  Again,  all  of  iheui 
rising  each  one  in  turn  gave  hun  a 
little  wine  out  of  their  cups  and 
without  exception  flatteringly  address- 
ed him  as  Elder  Brother  so  showing 
their  respect  for  him  in  this  way. 

Therefore  he  was  moie  plcaased  than 
ever  and  his  previous  objections  dis- 
appearing fast  he  was  now    prepared 
to    devote   himself   to   their  business. 
He    thought    that     perhaps     in     his 
destiny  there  was  a  little  luck.     These 
friends     had    assisted    him.     In    the 
future  he  could  do  some  big  business. 
or  he  might  do  some  small  affair  and 
in  two  or  three  transactions   make  a 
lot  of    money.     Then  he  could  wash 
his  hands  of  that  business,  and  prob- 
ably, no    man    would    know    of    it. 
Having  got  a  little  money,  he  would 
go    and  give  it  to  Yang  Kuo-chung, 
and  arrange  some  official    work,    and 
that  would  be  fine.     Even  if  his  luck 
failed   him  as  an  official  and   he    got 
into  tiouble   he  would    already    have 
enjoyed  happiness  and  even    if    there 
were  a  danger  of  being  murdered  or 
hacked  into  pieces  he  would  still  have 
had  perfect  contentment.     Looking  at 
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things  generally  even  if  as  a  robber 
chief  he  was  frozen  or  starved  to 
death,  that  would  be  not  so  bad. 

CHAPTER  VI. 
When  they  had  finished  drinking 
and  the  evening  was  quickly  drawing 
nigh  a  man  in  the  crowd  said,  "To- 
day is  our  elder  brother's  first  day  of 
joining  our  band  why  should  we  not 
this  evening  make  a  commencement." 
They  all  said  "  That  is  proper,  but  to 
whose  house  shall  we  go." 

Fang  Te  said,  "There  is  a 
wealthy  man  called  Wang  Yuan-pao 
who  lives  near  the  Yen  Ping  Gate, 
compared  with  whom  there  is  not  one 
family  so  well-to-do.  Moreover  it  is 
just  outside  the  city  and  there  are  no 
soldiers  or  policemen  to  watch  us. 
Also  I  am  familiar  with  the  roads  on 
every  side.  Let  us  go  to  that  place, 
or  to  another  place  close  to  where 
there  are  ten  families.  I  do  not  know 
what  your  opinion  is,  but  do  you  think 
that  will  do?" 

They  all  were  pleased  and  said, 
"  You  speak  with  sincerity.  We  had 
previously  considered  this  Wang 
family  but  we  had  no  opportunity  to 
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go     there.     Your     idea     corresponds 
...1..     „,;fi,     /-.lire      niifl     we    Quite 


exactly     with     ours,    and    we    quite 

agree."  ,  ,, 

Such  being  the  case  they  ail 
finished  the  banquet  and  separated. 
They  took  up  their  incendiary  mate- 
rial and  their  arms;  They  all  then 
changed  their  clothes,  and  having 
done^this  they  waited  until  9  p.m. 
and  then  altogether  went  to  the  gate 
of  the  flower  garden,  and  bolted  the 
o-ate  after  them.  They  walked  off 
and  the  sound  of  their  movements 
was  as  though  there  was  a  violent 
wind  with  falling  rain. 

The  Yen-ping  gate  was  distant  from 
the  Lo-Yu  Yuan  about  6  or  7  Li,  but 
verv  soon  they  arrived  there.  Just  at 
that  time  the  elder  brother  of  the 
proprietor  Wang-Yuan-pao  (called 
Wang  Kung)  was  at  Ching  Chao  Fu* 
acting  as  Governor  of  the  rapi-tal. 
He  was  an  extremely  wealthy  man 
and  every  man  knew  this.  The  Emper- 
or Hsuan  Tsung  was  continually  sum- 
moning him  to  the  palace.  It  happened 
that  three  days  before  there  had  been 
a  robbery  at  Wang  Yuan  Pao's 
house    and    many    things    had    been 
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stolen.  He  had  told  his  brother 
Wang  Kung,  who  had  quickly  des- 
patched some  thief-catchers,  and  told 
them  to  seize  the  robbers.  Thirty 
soldiers  had  also  been  despatched 
with  instructions  to  guard  Wang 
Yuan-pao's  house.  Who  would  have 
thought  that  Fang  Te's  company  of 
men  would  have  had  bad  luck  so  soon, 
that  they  would  straightaway  run  into  • 

the  net. 

Upon  arrival  the  band  of  robbers 
took  their  matches  and  lit  their 
torches.  The  illumination  was  just 
the  same  as  broad  daylight.  They 
took  their  axes  and  knives,  smashed 
open  the  door  and  entered. 

The  soldiers  guarding  the  h9use, 
and  also  the  servants  were  all  startled 
cut  of  their  sleep  and  dreams,  and 
rising,  beat  the  gong,  and  yelled  out. 
They  seized  their  clubs  and  ran 
forward  to  catch  the  thieves.  The 
neighbours  in  the  surrounding  houses 
heanng  the  sound  of  the  gong,  came 
out  to  assist  in  catching  the  thieves. 

The  robbers  seeing  so  many  men 
became  excited,  and  began  to  set  fire 
to  the  house,  thinking  that  they 
would  be  able   to  find    some   way   of 
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escaping.  The  men  in  the  house 
then  divided,  one  half  went  to  extin- 
guish the  fire  and  the  other  half 
to  pursue  the  thieves,  and  catch  them 
by  surrounding  them  on  every  side. 

The  robbers  then  decided  to  risk 
their  lives  and  fight  to  the  death,  and 
although  they  had  stabbed  several  of 
the  neighbours  (who  were  assisting) 
the  fact  remained  that  the  few  could 
not  oppose  the  many.  The  servants 
were  told  to  beat  down  a  good  number 
of  the  robbers,  and  the  remainder 
would  then  run  away.  They  then 
beat  down  Fang  Te  and  some  other 
men,  then  seized  a  rope  and  tied  them 

up. 

At  dawn  they  were  taken  to  the 
Governor's  yamen.  Wang  Kung 
issued  the  necessary  instructions  to 
the  petty  magistrate.  This  petty 
magistrate's  family  name  was  Li, 
personal  name  Mien,  and  he  was  of 
Imperial  blood.  His  natural  disposi- 
tion was  loval  and  honest,  and  from 
every  point'  of  view,  his  ability  was 
apparent.  His  purpose  was  to  help 
the  present  age  and  pacify  the  people, 
and  because  there  was  much  of  this 
kind  of  oovernment  the  ministers  Li 
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Liii-pii,  and  Yang  Kuo-cluuig  (who 
before  and  after  this  were  prime 
ministers,)  hated  him  and  the  other 
similar  officials  and  this  disturbed  the 
country  and  injured  the  people. 
Therefore  he  (Li  Mien)  being  among 
the  lower  ranks,  was  not  able  to  display 
his  abilities.  This  petty  magistrate 
although  of  low  rank  yet  was  a 
criminal-law  official,  and  consequently 
thievish  conduct,  and  cases  of  robbery 
were  referred  to  him  to  try.  No 
matter  what  the  case  was  his  super- 
ior officers  issued  an  order  for  him  to 
try  the  case. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

On  the  day  in  question  L,i  Mien  had 
an  early  sitting  of  the  court  and  the 
Governor  took  this  case  of  robbery, 
and  sent  it  down  to  him,  along  with 
the  ten  robbers,  and  also  the  five  or 
six  villagers  who  had  been  wounded. 
"When  they  had  arrived  they  knelt 
down  in  the  court;  also  the  murderous 
knifes  and  axes  were  spread  out  in  the 
big  hall. 

Ivi  Mien  raised  his  head  and  noticed 
among  the  ten  robbers  the  appearance 
of  Fang  Te,   and  as  he   seemed  very 
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respectable  he  thought.  "How  has 
this  good  man  met  these  robbers?" 
This  moved  his  heart  to  pity  the 
man. 

He  then  first  asked  the  soldiers, 
and  the  men  of  the  Wang  family  what 
were  the  circumstances  of  the  robbery. 
Afterwards  he  asked,  the  robbers  for 
their  names,  and  without  waiting  to 
be  tortured  they  confessed,  and  told 
him  everything  about  the  others  of 
the  band,  and  also  where  they  all 
lived,  Ivi  Mien  then  instructed  his 
chief-catchers  to  quickly  go  and  seize 
the  remainder  of  the  band. 

When  it  came  to  Fang  Te's  turn  to 
be  questioned  he  knelt  close  to  the 
magistrate's  table,  and  restraining  his 
tears  said,  "  From  my  childhood  I 
have  been  at  home  reading  books  and 
did  not  do  any  thieving.  Therefore 
the  family  was  very  poor,  and  there 
was  no  money.  Yesterday  I  went  to 
find  a  relative  or  friend  who  would  lend 
me  money,  but  when  half  way  there, 
it  began  to  rain,  and  I  went  to  the 
Clouds  and  Flowers  Temple  where  I 
could  shelter  from  the  rain.  This 
band  of  robbers  took  me  and  coaxed 
me   to  go,  and    afterwards    compelled 
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ine  to  Ciller  their  band.  I  truly  could 
not  escape.  He  then  spoke  about 
drawing  the  bird,  and  also  his  induc- 
tion to  the  band.  He  told  everything 
about  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
affair  in  detail. 

Li  Mien  had  previously  noticed  his 
bearing,  and  had  pitied  him.  Now 
that  he  heard  him  give  these  reasons 
he  was  more  inclined  to"take  pity  on 
him.  In  fact  he  thought  of  releasing 
him,  but  as  he  could  not  do  this  he 
ao:ain  thought  the  matter  over.  "  How 
can  I  release  only  one  man  in  this  band 
of  robbers?  And  if  I  release  this  man 
how  can  I  reply  to  my  superior 
officer  who  has  sent  this  case  down  to 
me." 

He  turned  the  matter  over  in  his 
mind  for  a  little  time  and  then 
thought,  "Unless  I  do  so  and  so, 
how  can  I  make  things  right."  He 
then,  to  give  a  false  impression, 
called  sharply  to  the  attendants  to 
give  them  all  the  implements  of 
imprisonment  and  said,  "  Handcuff 
them  and  put  them  inside  the  prison, 
and  when  tlie  others  have  been  seized 
I  will  again  examine  them.  The 
neishbours  who  have  been  wounded, 
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ni^y  return  to  their  homes  to  get  their 
wounds  healed."  All  the  soldiers 
then  had  their  merit  recorded.  As 
soon  as  these  decisions  had  been 
given  everybody  departed. 

CHAPTER     VIII. 

After  he  (L,i  Mien;  had  left  the 
bench  he  sent  word  to  the  jailor 
Wang  Tai,  that  he  wanted  him  at 
the  inner  court.  Previously  Wang 
Tai  had  been  tried  as  a  culprit  before 
an  official,  and  as  false  but  very 
complete  accusations  had  been  bro- 
ught against  him,  he  had  been 
sentenced  to  death.  Very  fortunately 
however  Li  Mien  tried  the  case,  and 
released  him,  and  kept  him  in  his 
yamen,  to  act  as  messenger. 

Wang  Tai  was  extremely  grateful 
to  Li  Mien  for  being  his  benefactor 
and  saving  his  life.  Therefore  no 
matter  how  he  was  abused  and  no 
matter  what  he  had  to  do,  he  did  it 
willingly  with  all  his  heart  and 
strength.  This  being  so,  Li  Mien 
told  him  to  do  this  jailor's  work. 

At  this  time  Li  Mien  sent  word  to 
him  to  come  into  the  inner  hall,  and 
said   to   him,    "With    that   band   of 
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robbers  there  is  one  of  them  called 
Fang  Te.  I  noticed  his  appearance 
and  stature,  his  language  was  intelli- 
gent and  I  think  he  must  be  an 
unlucky  hero.  I  wanted  to  set  him 
free,  but  it  was  impossible  to  release 
him  in  open  court,  so  I  decided  to 
entrust  him  to  your  care.  When 
it  will  be  most  convenient  you  can 
release  him  and  let  him  escape. " 

He  then  handed  to  Wang  Tai 
a  packet  containing  three  ounces 
of  silver  for  travelling  expenses  and 
said  "Tell  him  to  go  to  a  distant  place 
and  hide,  and  not  to  a  place  close  at 
hand.  He  must  be  very  careful  and 
see  that  other  men  do  not  arrest  him." 

Wang  Tai  said,  "As  you,  sir,  tell 
me  to  do  this  business,  I  dare  not 
disobey  you,  but  we  must  not  over- 
look one  thing.  If  this  occurs  may 
we  not  get  mixed  up  with  the  crowd 
of  jailors?" 

Li  Mien  said,  "You  need  not  fear. 
After  you  have  released  him  you  must 
at  once  take  your  wife  and  children, 
and  bring  them  to  live  in  my  yamen. 
1  am  going  to  write  a  despatch 
reporting  the  case  to  my  superiors, 
throwing    the    entire  blame    on    your 
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shoulders.  It  is  certainly  no  business 
of  theirs.  In  future  you  must  just  do 
according  to  my  wishes.  Will  that 
not  be  better  than  using  force  in 
doing  jailor's  work?" 

Wang  Tai  said,  "  If  you,  sir,  are 
willing  to  receive  and  support  me, 
and  keep  me  in  your  yamen  as  your 
servant  that  will  be  extremely  nice." 

Such  being  the  case  he  hid  the 
silver  away  in  his  pocket.  Then  he 
quickly  went  to  the  prison  and  spoke 
with  an  under-jailor  saying,  "Those 
prisoners  who  have  just  arrived  must 
not  be  beaten  with  the  heavy  bamboo, 
and  they  must  not  be  collected  in  one 
group,  as  that  might  result  in  a  dis- 
turbance." The  under-jailor  heard 
this,  and  took  the  robbers,  and  separa- 
ted them  in  different  places. 

Wang  Tai  then  took  Fang  Te  to  a 
secluded  spot,  and  told  him  that  he 
was  to  be  released  according  to  the 
mandarin's  idea.  Then  told  him  all 
that  he  had  said,  and  gave  him  the 
three  ounces  of  silver. 

Fang  Te  hearing  this  was  filled  with 
gratitude,  and  said,  "May  I  trouble  you 
sir,  to  give  Li  Mien  my  best  thanks. 
Also  say  that  if  in  the  present  life  and 
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generation  I  am  not  able  to  recompense 
him  for  his  great  kindness,  after  I 
am  dead  even  if  changed  into  a  dog 
or  a  horse  I  shall  still  want  to  reconi 
pense  him  for  hisgreat  favour." 

Wang  Tai  said,  "His  Honour  had  a 
warm  heart  to  assist  you,  and  how  can 
he  expect  that  you  will  compensate 
him?  Now  in  the  future  you  mend 
your  ways  and  when  you  return  after 
death  do  not  be  ungrateful  for  his 
Honour's  virtue." 

Fang  Te  said,  "Many  thanks  sir,  for 
your  advice.  I  shall  always  when  in 
distant  parts  remember  this  language 
without  a  doubt." 

When  the  evening  came  Wang  Tai 
saw  the  under-jailors  and  told  the 
prisoners  to  go  to  bed.  As  soon  as  he 
had  thus  arranged  matters  according 
to  custom,  Wang  Tai  seeing  they  were 
all  bustling  about,  quickly  went  and 
took  Fang  Te's  fetters,  and  unlocked 
them.  Also  took  his  old  clothes  and 
old  hat,  and  gave  them  to  him  to  put 
on.  Then  took  him  to  the  jail  entrance, 
and  most  opportunely  at  that  time 
there  was  not  a  single  man  about  either 
inside  or  outside.  Wang  Tai  then 
pushed  him  out  of  the  door. 
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Fang  Te  walked  off  at  great  speed, 
stumbling  along  without  noticing 
the  depressions  of  the  road.  He  dare 
not  go  home,  so  quickly  went  out  of 
the  city.  During  the  night  he  ran.  In 
his  heart  he  was  exceedingly  grateful 
to  Li  Mien.  He  turned  over  in  his 
mind  what  was  the  best  place  of 
refuge  to  go  to.  He  remembered  that 
the  minister  An  Lu-Shan  was  in  the 
Emperor's  favour  and  that  he  kept 
about  him  all  the  heroes  of  the  empire. 
Why  should  he  not  go  and  take 
refuge  with  him. 

He  tiierefore  went  straight  to  the 
town  of  Fan  Yang.*  Very  opportunely 
he  met  an  old  friend  called  Yen 
Chuang  who  was  a  petty  official  at 
Fan  Yang,  and  he  accompanied  him 
and  introduced  him  to  the  minister. 
An  Lu  Shan  was  at  that  time  already 
thinking  of  a  rebellion  and  had 
enlisted  a  company  of  ruffians  ready 
for  any  crime.  When  he  saw  Fang  Te 
he  was  pleased  with  his  appearance,  and 
clear  speaking.  He  therefore  retained 
him.  Fang  Te  lived  there  for  a  few 
days,  and  secretly  sent  men  to  his  home 
to  take  his  wife  and  bring  her  there. 

•In  Chihli  Now  called  Chochow  8|C  'M 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

At  the  jail  iti  the  evening  Wang 
Tai  pretended  that  he  had  affairs  at 
home  and  must  go.  He  told  the 
under-jailors  to  keep  a  carefnl  watch 
and  gave  them  his  keys.  He  went 
home  and  taking  his  things  quickly 
collected  them  together,  and  stole  away 
with  them  and  his  wife  and  boys  to  L,i 
jMien's  yamen. 

In  the  morning  the  under-jailors 
entered  the  prison,  to  give  the  prisoners 
water,  and  then  saw  that  Fang  Te's 
fetters  had  been  thrown  on  one  side. 
•  Nobody  knew  where  he  had  gone  to, 
and  everybody  was  so  frightened  that 
they  changed  colour,  and  were  in 
extreme  anxiety. 

They  said  "He  wore  this  kind  of 
fetters  and  shackles,  so  how  was  he 
able  to  get  free  and  run  away.  Cer- 
tainly this  is  to  our  discredit.  Also 
we  do  not  know  to  what  place  he  has 
gone."  So  they  looked  all  around.  No 
tiles  or  bricks  had  fallen  off  the  walls 
or  buildings,  and  there  were  no  foot- 
marks in  the  mud.  They  said,  "This 
prisoner  yesterday  in  the  court  told  the 
magistrate   a    lie   by  saying   that  this 
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was  the  first  time  he  had  been  a  robber." 
They  came  to  the  conclusion  tliat  he 
must  have  been  an  experienced  thief. 

Among  these  jailors  was  a  man  who 
said,  "I  will  quickly  go  to  Wang  Tai 
the  head  jailor,  and  ask  him  to  imme- 
diately report  the  matter  to  Li  Mien, 
and  tell  him  to  quickly  send  and  catch 
the  man."  He  straightway  ran  off  to 
Wang  Tai's  house,  and  on  arrival 
there  he  found  the  street  door  open. 
He  entered  and  knocked  and  called 
aloud  at  the  door  of  the  room  a  long 
time  but  nobody  answered. 

A  next  door  neighbour  at  last  came 
and  said  that  the  previous  night 
Wang's  family  was  in  a  great  huiry 
during  the  second  watch  of  the 
night,  and  evidently  it  was  a  "moon- 
light flit."  The  under-jailor  said,  "I 
have  not  heard  that  Wang,  the  head 
jailor  wanted  to  remove  his  family. 
Wliat  can  be  the  meaning  of  this?"  The 
neighbour  said,  "He  lived  in  this  room, 
but  how  is  it  lie  does  not  reply?  Can 
it  be  a  case  of  death  ?" 

The  under-jailor  hearing  this 
thought  that  it  might  be  so.  He 
exerted  his  strength  and  lifted  the  door 
out  of  its  socket,  and  then  entered  the 
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room  to  look  round.  He  took  the  pole 
and  propped  up  the  door.  In  the  room 
there  had  been  left  a  few  worthless 
household  things,  but  there  was  not  a 
single  person. 

The  under-jailor  said>  "This  is  a 
curious  affair.  Why  has  he  gone?  Is 
it  possible  that  the  prisoner  gave  him 
money  to  release  him.  I  cannot 
neglect  this  whether  he  did  it  or  not  ? 
However  as  he  has  gone  I  will  fix  the 
blame  upon  Wang  Tai.  So  he  took  the^ 
door  and  put  it  in  its  place  as  before, 
and  then  instead  of  returning  to  the 
jail  he  hurried  straightway  to  the  petty 
magistrate's  yamen. 

Fortunately  Li  Mien  was  sitting  in 
the  court  hearing  a  case,  and  when  the 
under-jailor  came  forward  and  repre- 
sented this  affair  clearly  Li  Mien  pre- 
tended to  be  surprised  and  said,  "  I  al- 
ways thought  Wang  Tai  did  his  official 
duties  very  carefully  and  I  did  not 
expect  that  he  would  have  the  impu- 
dence to  take  money  for  the  release  of 
a  prisoner.  I  think  that  he  has  not 
gone  to  hide  in  some  distant  place  but 
is  only  hiding  in  some  place  close  at 
hand.  You  go  to  every  place  to  search 
for  him,  and  if  you  find  him  and  bring 
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hiin  here,  I  will  certainly  reward  you. 
The  under-jailor  "  k'ot'oued,''  and 
departed. 

CHAPTER  X. 

Li  Mien  prepared  his  official  report 
for  the  Governor,  and  when  Wang 
Kung  saw  this  he  sent  a  document  to 
the  Emperor  impeaching  Li  Mien  for 
carelessness  in  prison  management, 
and  incompetence.  The  Emperor  saw 
this,  and  then  issued  an  Imperial 
decree  degrading  Li  Mien,  and  making 
it  public  on  every  side  that  Fang  Te 
must  be  captured.  Li  Mien  then  took 
his  seals,  and  papers  and  handed  then 
over  to  his  successor.  Quickly  took 
his  own  things  and  packed  them  well. 
Then  took  Wang  Tai  and  hid  him 
away  inside  a  number  of  women  and 
took  them  all  to  his  home. 

Li  Mien's  family  was  certainly  not 
in  easy  circumstances.  He  was  an 
uucorrupt  official,  and  in  his  positions 
had  not  da^ed  to  receive  the  usual 
"squeezes."  At.  home  he  employed 
servants  to  cultivate  the  land  but  after 
being  at  home  for  two  years  without 
employment  he  daily    became    poorer 
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and  poorer.  Although  conditions  were 
like  this  he  still  employed  Wang  Tai 
although  he  had  two  servants.  He 
thought  that  perhaps  at  some  long 
distance  from  his  home  he  might  find 
a  friend,  so  he  straightaway  went  to  a 
place  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
and  there  heard  about  an  old  friend 
of  his  named  Yen  Kuo-ch'ing  who 
had  been  recently  despatched  to 
Chang-Slum  to  be  the  Prefect  there. 
He  tiiought  that  if  he  went  to  that 
place,  there  might  be  a  chance  so  he 
left  the  Pai  Hsiang  District.  That 
])lace  was  over  two  hundred  li 
from  Chang  Shan,  so  Li  Mien  rode 
there. 

On  the  way  he  saw  a  body  of  men 
with  the  white  wands  of  office  in  their 
hands,  yelling  to  clear  the  way  for  an 
official  who  was  coming.  They  said, 
''The  District  Magistrate  is  coming 
why  do  you  not  dismount?''  Li  Mien 
then  lead  the  horses  to  one  side  out  of 
the  way. 

Wang  Tai  saw  in  the  distance  that 
in  front  of  the  official  was  a  man 
carrying  a  blue  umbrella.  It  was  the 
District  Magistrate  who  was  riding  a 
white  horse.     He  was  a  very  tall  man 
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and  his  bearing  was  dignified.  Bnt 
what  npset  him  (Wang  Tai)  was  that 
he  thonght  that  this  magistrate's 
appearance  was  very  similar  to  the 
prisoner  Fang  Te  who  had  been 
released  the  year  before  last. 

So  he  quickly  told  Li  Mien  saying, 
"Sir,  just  look,  this  magistrate's 
appearance  is  exactly  the  same  as  that 
man  I'ang  Te  whom  you  released  the 
year  before  last." 

Li  Mien  had  previously  looked  at 
the  Magistrate  and  thought  that  he 
knew  him  slightly,  but  when  he  heard 
this  he  immediately  recollected  and 
said,    "That's    true,    it    is    very    like 

him.'' 

He  was  very  pleased  and  thought,  1 
have  seen  him  before.  He  is  that 
unluckly  hero,  and  now  he  is  certainly 
an  official.  I  do  not  know  what  official 
work  he  does,  so  I  think  I  will  go 
forward  and  ask  him.  But  1  am  afraid 
that  it  may  not  be  him.  Even 
if  it  be  him  when  I  speak  he  will 
think  I  knew  that  he  was  an  official 
at  this  place  and  have  specially  come 
to  find  him,  and  arouse  his  charity. 
It  will  be  better  if  I  don't,  speak  to 
him.   He  told  Wang  Tai   also  not  to 
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speak  but  look  down  on  the  ground 
until  Fang  Te  had  passed. 

When  the  magistrate  got  nearer  he 
saw  Li  Mien  standing  with  averted 
face  and  also  saw  Wang  Tai  at  his 
side.  He  was  astonished,  and  then 
very  glad.  He  immediately  told  his 
men  to  stop,  jumped  down  from  his 
horse,  and  in  front  of  Li  Mien  folded 
his  hands,  and  bowing  said,  "Kind 
sir,  since  you  have  seen  Fang  Te, 
how  is  it  you  do  not  utter  a  sound,  and 
turn  away  your  head?  By  a  little 
carelessness  I  might  have  made  the 
error  of  passing  you." 

Li  Mien  immediately  folded  his 
hands  and  bowed  saying,  "I  certainly 
did  not  know  that  you  were  here.  I 
was  afraid  to  delay  your  public  busi- 
ness, and  therefore  I  did  not  dare  to 
speak." 

Fang  Te  said,  "  That  is  nonsense. 
It  is  not  often  that  you,  kind  sir,  come 
to  this  place,  and  I  request  you  to 
come  along  to  my  yamen." 

Li  Mien  was  just  then  feeling  tired 
from  his  journey,  and  seeing  that  Fang 
Te  was  quite  decided  to  conduct  him 
to  his  yamen  he  replied,  "As  I  am 
under  an  obligation  for  your  elegant 
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kindness  I  will  go  to  your  yanien  for 
a  chat.  So  be  it."  It  being  so  ar- 
ranged they  both  mounted  their  horses, 
and  rode  abreast.  Wang  Tai  followed 
behind. 

CHAPTER  XL 

In  a  little  time  they  reached  the 
yamen  and  entering,  dismounted  in 
front  of  the  big  hall.  Fang  Te  then 
requested  Li  Mien  to  enter  the  hall  at 
the  back,  and  then  they  turned  to  the 
left  to  a  courtyard  where  the  study 
was.  Fang  Te  then  ordered  the  ser- 
vants that  they  were  not  to  enter,  but 
retained  a  confidential  servant  called 
Chen  Yen  to  wait  upon  him  and  stand 
at  the  door.  He  also  told  a  man  to 
tell  the  kitchen  to  prepare  a  first  class 
wine  banquet.  He  also  told  a  man  to 
take  Li  Mien's  four  beasts,  lead  them 
to  the  stable,  and  give  them  good 
fodder.  Wang  Tai  took  the  baggage, 
and  removed  it  inside.  Fang  Te  told 
a  man  to  go  with  a  message  and  get 
two  family  slaves  to  wait  upon  him. 
One  was  called  Lu  Hsin  and  the  other 
Chih  Cheng,  and  Fang  Te  had  bought 
them  some  time  before  when  he  was 
the  Assistant  District  Magistrate. 
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Gentleman  (reader),  can  you  guess 
why  Fang  Te  did  not  tell  those  ser- 
vants to  accompany  him  inside?  It 
was  because  he  had  often  falsely  re- 
presented that  he  was  the  descendant 
of  the  prime  minister,  (Fang  Hsuan- 
Ling,)  and  to  everybody  he  boasted 
of  his  family.  None  of  his  fellow 
officers  knew  of  his  antecedents. 
Whatever  he  said  they  believed,  and 
therefore  he  was  much  respected  by 
everybody.  Now  that  Li  Mien  had 
arrived  he  was  afraid  that  during 
the  conversation  that  previous  case  of 
robbery  would  come  out.  If  that  was 
heard  and  got  into  circulation  he 
would  be  ashamed,  and  ridiculed. 
Therefore  he  told  his  servants  not  to 
enter,  and  such  was  his  little  ruse. 

Furthermore,  when  Li  Mien  entered 
the  courtyard  and  looked  round,  sure 
enough  facing  the  sun  (south)  were 
three  libraries,  and  at  the  sides  were 
two  apartments.  The  rooms  of  the 
libraries  were  spacious  with  nobody 
inside.  The  windows  and  screens  were 
bright;  the  tables,  and  settees  were  in 
nice  order;  the  small  utensils  were 
clean;  on  the  stands  were  maps  and 
books;  in  the  centre  of  the  hall  were 
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flowers  and  grasses,  and  everything 
was  displayed  with  the  best  of  taste. 
This  was  really  the  District  Magis- 
trate's drawing  room,  and  therefore 
was  kept  like  this. 

When  Fang  Te  had  taken  Li  Mien 
into  this  library  he  immediately  pulled 
out  a  chair,  placed  it  in  the  centre, 
and  requested  Li  Mien  to  be  seated. 
He  then  knelt  down  and  k'o-t'oued. 
Li  Mien  at  once  raised  him  up  and  said, 
"  Sir,  why  are  you  observing  all  this 
decorum?"  Fang  Te  said,  "Previously 
r  ought  to  have  died  a  prisoner,  but 
most  fortunately  you,  my  benefactor, 
took  me,  and  saved  me.  Also  you 
gave  me  my  travelling  expenses,  to 
enable  me  to  fly  to  this  place,  where 
I  have  lived  till  now.  You,  kind  sir, 
are  the  equivalent  of  my  father  and 
mother,  and  why  should  you  not 
accept  my  obeisance.'' 

Li  Mien  being  a  magnanimous  man 
on  hearing  him  speak  in  this  proper 
way  agreed  to  receive  two  obeisances. 
When  Fang  Te  had  finished  his 
obe-isances  he  rose,  and  bowed  to  and 
thanked  Wang  Tai.  He  then  took 
Wang  Tai,  and  all  three  of  them,  went 
to    the    private    apartments    and    sat 
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down.  He  then  told  them  that  if  a 
yanien  runner  asked  at  any  time,  they 
must  never  say  anything  about  that 
past  affair  of  his.  Wang  Tai  said, 
"  You  used  not  iiave  told  us  about 
that  as  we  certainly  will  not  mention 
it." 

CHAPTER  Xn. 

Fang  Te  then  went  back  to  the 
library  (with  Li  Mien)  took  a  chair 
and  placed  it  in  the  lower  position  (i.e 
on  the  left  side  of  U  Mien).  He  sat 
down  there  and  said,  "  Previously  you 
favoured  me  by  saving  my  life,  but 
for  nights  and  days  1  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  showing  my  gratifica- 
tion to  you.  But  quite  unexpectedly 
today  Heaven  has  favoured  me  with 
this  opportunity;  you  arrived  here  and 
we  met  together.  For  this  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly pleased," 

Li  Mien  said,  "You,  sir,  at  one  time 
fell  among  thieves,  and  I  only  casually 
exerted  my  strength.  It  was  not  an 
important  matter.  Trouble  no  more 
about   it." 

After  pouring  out  some  more  tea, 
and    drinking    same    Fang   Te    said 
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"I  want  to  ask  my  benefactor  a 
question.  To  what  place  have  you 
been  promoted  to  act  as  an  official  that 
you  just  now  are  passing  here." 

Li  Mien  said,  "The  Governor  of 
Ch'ano-an  dismissed  me  because  I  had 
released  you.  I  returned  home,  and 
lived  quietly  there.  But  I  found  it 
rather  dull  so  I  set  out  travelling  to 
drive  ennui  away.  Jnst  now  I  want 
to  go  to  Changshan  where  I  hope 
to  see  Yen  Tai-show.  When  I  came 
this  way  I  did  not  expect  to  meet  you. 
I  am  very  pleased  that  you  are  already 
an  official."  Fang  Te  said  '^  Because 
you  lost  your  position  through  releas- 
ing me  I  am  very  much  ^ashamed  to 
be^in  office  here  just  now." 

Li  Mien  said  "The  ancient  men 
were  so  just  that  they  gave  no  thought 
to  affairs  of  their  families  or  even 
their  own  bodies.  This  is  such  a 
small  matter,  that  it  is  not  worth  men- 
tioning. But  I  do  not  know  yet  where 
you  have  been  to  since  we  parted. 
How  came  you  to  get  this  post  as 
magistrate?" 

Fan<^  Te  said,  "When  you  released 
me  I  rSn  to  Fan  Yang,  and  there  for- 
tunately I  met  an  old  friend  who  took 
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me  to  see  Au  Cliieh-shih.  I  was  kept 
at  clerical  work,  and  was  well  treated. 
After  about  half  a  year  I  was  promoted 
to  the  post  of  Assistant  District  Ma- 
gistrate here.  Recently  the  magistrate 
died,  and  I  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  I  am  certainly  ashamed 
that  I  have  no  ability,  and  am  afraid 
that  the  people's  affairs  will  get  con- 
fused. So  I  request  you,  my  bene- 
factor, to  show  me  how  to  do  things." 

Though  Li  Mien  was  not  at  the  time 
doing  official  work  yet  every  day  he 
heard  that  An  Lu-shan  was  rebellious. 
Just  now  he  also  knew  that  Fang  Te 
had  been  recommended  for  his  post, 
by  An  Lu-shan  and  he  was  afraid  that 
he  (Fang  Te)  might  join  the  revolu- 
tionary party  afterwards. 

Therefore  he  took  the  opportunity 
to  instruct  Fang  Te  and  give  him 
advice.  He  said  that  official  duties 
were  not  difficult.  The  only  thing  was 
that  he  must  not  be  disloyal  to  the 
Court,  and  on  the  contrary  he  must  not 
injure  the  people's  interest.  Also  if 
there  came  a  time  when  he  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  killed  he  must  not  lose  his 
courage  because  in  front  of  him  would 
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be  the  cauldron  of  oil*  and  behind  him 
would  be  swords  and  axes.  He  must 
never  allow  his  subordinates  to  doubt 
his  intentions.  He  must  never  allow 
a«mall  profit  to  alter  his  mind  because 
although  he  might  be  lucky  for  a  time 
yet  he  might  eventually  ''never  smile 
again."  Also  he  must  clearly  bear  in 
mind  not  to  mention  that  he  could  do 
local  affairs,  but  say  that  he  could  do 
the  Prime  Minister's  job. 

Fang  Te  listened  to  this  advice, 
and  immediately  expressed  his  thanks. 
He  said  "Your  advice  is  equal  to  gold 
and  pearls,  and  I  will  never  forget  it 
to   the   end    of  my  life." 

These  two  men  continued  their  con- 
versation for  a  long  time  one  question- 
ing and  the  other  answering.  After  a 
little  time  Lu  Hsin  entered  the  room 
and  informed  them  that  the  feast  was 
ready,  and  requested    them    to  come. 

Fang  Te  stood  up,  and  requested  Li 
Mien  to  come  to  the  room  at  the  back, 
and  see.  Sure  enough,  there  were  two 
tables  one  at  the  upper  part,  and  an- 
other at  the  lower  end  of  the  room. 
Fan<j  Te  told  the  servants  to  take  the 
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table  from  the  lower  part  and  place  it 
to  the  left  side  of  the  other  table. 

Li  Mien  saw  that  Fang  Te  wanted 
to  sit  on  his  left  side  so  he  said  "  If 
yon,  Sir,  sit  in  this  way  I  shall  be 
uncomfortable.  It  was  better  where 
it  was  before." 

Fang  Te  said,  **  If  you,  my  bene- 
factor, sit  in  the  upper  part  and  I  sit 
at  the  side  I  shall  not  appear  so  pre- 
sumptuous. How  dare  I  act  contrary 
to  propriety?" 

I/i  Mien  said,  "  Sir,  up  to  now,  I 
have  been  very  intimate  with  you  so 
why  this  great  humility  of  manner.'' 
He  thereupon  told  the  servants  to  take 
the  tables  to  the  previous  position 
opposite  to  the  one  in  the  upper  part. 
The  servants  then  took  the  wine  cups, 
'and  chopsticks,  and  arranged  them 
properly.  Fang  Te  and  Li  Mien  then 
sat  down. 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  room  were 
many  men  who  "struck  up"  the 
music.  On  the  table  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  room  were  arranged  cups 
and  plates,  with  a  huge  abundance  of 
wine  and  food.  At  this  time  both 
host  and  guest  were  very  merry,  and 
drank  the  wine  freely.     It  was  late  in 
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the  evening-  before  they  had  finished 
drinking.  Wang  Tai  and  two  other 
men  had  their  feast  in  another  place, 
and  were  waited  npon  by  men. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 
At  this  time  Li  Mien  and   Fancy  Te 

o 

were  feeling  mnch  more  affectionate 
compared  with  their  previons  rela- 
tionship. They  adjonrned  to  the 
library  taking  each  other  by  the  hand, 
and  there  Fang  Te  told  Lu  Hsin  to 
bring  the  best  qnilts  and  Fang  Te 
himself  spread  them  out.  He  also 
was  bringing  the  chamber  utensil,  but 
Li  Mien  quickly  stopped  him  and  said 
"Tliis  is  a  servant's  duty.  Why  do 
yon,  Sir,  exert  yourself." 

Fang  Te  said  "  I  was  the  recipient 
of  your  great  benevolence,  and  I  shall 
never  be  able  to  act  as  your  servant, 
and  shall  never  be  able  to  repay  you. 
Now,  I  am  only  displaying  a  very 
small  part  of  my  affection.  I  cannot 
reckon  such  trifles."  He  quickly 
arranged  things,  and  told  the  servants 
to  arrange  a  bed  at  one  side  so  that  he 
could  be  near  Li  Mien,  and  talk  with 
him. 
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Li  Mien  saw  from  the  way  he  spoke 
that  Fang  Te  was  in  earnest,  and  he 
recognised  clearly  that  he  was  qnite 
sincere.  Therefore  his  respect  for  him 
increased.  The  two  men  then  stood 
underneath  the  lamp  and  chatted 
together,  and  told  each  other  their 
plans  for  the  fntnre.  The  more  they 
talked  the  more  intimate  they  became. 
They  became  very  close  friends. 
They  talked  together  until  midnight 
and  then  went  to  sleep. 

The  following  day  all  the  other 
officials  having  heard  the  news  came 
and  paid  their  respects  to  Li  Mien. 
When  they  came  Fang  Te  told  them 
that  previously  Li  Mien  had  recom- 
mended him,  and  therefore  he  was 
indebted  to  him  for  his  benevolence. 
The  officials  therefore  all  wanted  Li 
Mien  to  help  them,  and  sent  him  wine 
and  food. 

Fang  Te  was  with  Li  Mien  on  that 
day,  and  also  the  following  day,  both 
of  them  drinking  and  talking 
together.  Also  he  did  not  do  any 
official  business,  and  never  went  to  his 
office.  He  simply  waited  upon  Li 
Mien.  Really  it  was  just  like  the  rela- 
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tions  between  a  child  and  an  old  man 
(i.e.  respectful  and  attentive.) 

Li  Mien  seeing  that  Fang  Te  was 
entertaining  him  in  this  way,  and 
neglecting  his  official  duties  felt  that 
it  was  being  carried  too  far.  After 
ten  days  of  this  he  wanted  to  depart, 
but  Fang  Te  was  not  willing  to  let 
him  go,  and  said  ''As  my  benefactor 
has  come  here  let  us  stroll  about  for  a 
few  days.  After  that  it  will  be  more 
reasonable  to  go.  You  must  stop  here 
for  several  months,  and  wait  until  I 
can  get  men  and  horses  to  go  with 
you  to  Chang  Shan." 

Li  Mien  said  "  I  have  received  a 
great  deal  of  kindness  from  you.  I 
ought  not  to  allow  you  to  do  this,  and 
then  go  away.  But  I  have  no  means 
of  avoiding  that  because  you  are  a 
magistrate,  and  I  am  living  with  you. 
Further,  I  am  delaying  your  public 
duties  and  if  your  superior  officer  got 
to  know  about  it  he  would  consider  it 
utnsais factory.  Moreover,  I  have  de- 
finitely decided  to  go,  and  even  if  you 
betain  me  dy  force  I  shall  not  be  con- 
tented." 

Fang  Te  heard  this,  and  saw  that 
he  could  not  keep  him  back.     So  he 
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said  "  Benefactor,  as  you  have  decided 
to  go  I  dare  not  detain  you  by  force. 
Jt  is  only  that  when  we  part  I  shall 
not  know  when  I  shall  see  you  again. 
Wait  until  tomorrow  when  I  will 
prepare  a  feast,  and  we  will  stroll 
about  for  another  day.  You  can  depart 
the  day  after.  What  do  you  say  to 
that." 

Li  Mien  said,  "  As  you  have  such 
hospitable  intentions  I  will  wait  for 
another  day," 

Fang  Te  thought  that  if  he  could 
keep  Li  Mien  he  would  tell  Lu  Ksin 
to  accompany  him  into  the  private 
apartments,  and  there  prepare  presents 
to  be  given  to  Li  Mien.  Who  knew 
why  Li  Mien  had  come  there?  He 
was  afraid  that  Li  Mien's  life  might 
be  injured.  He  would  wait,  and  not 
.  speak  his  thoughts,  but  only  mention  it 
to  his  wife  Pei  Shih  who  had  controlled 
all  his  affairs  since  the  time  he  was 
poor,  and  whose  temper  had  been 
spoiled. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

Now  that  Fang  Te  was  an  official 
his  wife  still  wanted  to  control  his 
affairs.     That   day   he    had    sent    two 
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servants  away.  Altogether  he  had 
not  been  in  the  private  apartments  for 
ten  days.  Therefore  Pei  Shih  thonght 
that  Fang  Te  was  doing  some  under- 
hand thing,  and  she  was  annoyed. 
At  first  she  thouglit  that  by  just  asking 
him  questions  when  he  came  slie 
would  find  out  from  the  conversation 
what  his  feelings  were.  So  when  he 
came  she  pretended  to  laugh,  and 
simply  asked  him  "What  business 
have  you  had  outside?  Why  have 
you  not  been  here?  " 

Fang  Te  said  "  It  is  not  worth  men- 
tioning. My  benefactor  has  arrived, 
and  I  very  nearly  passed  him  without 
noticing  him.  But  luckily  I  just 
caught  sight  of  him,  and  took  him  to 
the  yamen.  We  have  been  strolling 
about  for  these  few  days.  Now  I  have 
come  to  discuss  matters  with  you,  and 
arrange  some  presents  to  give  to  him? 

Pei  Shih  asked,  "W'here  did  your 
benefactor  come  from  ?" 

Fang  Te  said  "  Ai  Ya:  Have  you 
forgotten  how  previously  the  me- 
tropolitan judge  lyi  Mien  released 
me,  and  as  a  result  ■  ruined  his  own 
official  prospects.  Now  he  wants  to  go 
to  Changshan  to  interview  Yea  Tai- 
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show.     On  the  journey  he  was  accom 
panied  by  the  jailor  Wang  Tai." 

Pei  Shih  said,  "Sure  enough  there 
was  such  a  man.  How  many  things 
do  you  think  of  sending  him  ?  " 

Fang  Te.  "  This  benefactor  is  to  me 
just  as  though  he  had  been  my  parents 
in  a  second  birth.  (He  refers  here  to 
his  release  from  prison  as  a  second 
birth,)  Therefore  I  must  repay  him 
very  substantially." 

Pei  Shih.  "  In  that  case  send  him 
ten  rolls  of  expensive  silk.  That 
ought  to  be  enough." 

F'ang  Te  hearing  this  laughed  loud- 
ly and  said,  "Why  do  you  talk  like 
this?  These  ten  rolls  of  silk  will 
not  be  enough  for  even  the  servant 
of  my  benefactor." 

Pei  Shih.  "  What  are  you  talking 
about?  You  are  the  District  Ma- 
gistrate here,  but  where  could  your  own 
servants  receive  ten  rolls  of  silk  ?  So 
why  should  you  give  his  servants  such 
a  great  abundance  of  things?  Just 
now  however  I  am  inclined  to  arrange 
it  in  this  way.  Give  an  extra  ten 
rolls  of  silk,  and  send  them  away 
quickly.'' 
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Fang  te  said  "Why  do  you  talk  in 
this  mean  way?  Just  think.  He  saved 
my  life  and  gave  me  my  travelling 
expenses.  Because  of  me  he  lost  his 
official  position.  How  can  that  be 
sufficient  recompense  to  take  these 
twenty  rolls  of  silk,  and  send  them  to 
him  now." 

Pei  Shih  had  really  a  very  niggardly 
temper  so  that  she  was  unwilling  to 
send  these  twenty  rolls  of  silk.  But 
because  the  benefactor  had  saved  her 
husband's  life  she  had  no  plan,  and 
therefore  had  to  agree  to  send  these 
rolls.  This  she  considered  would 
redound  to  her  reputation  of  having  an 
"angelic  spirit."  But  Fang  Te  did 
not  like  this,  and  felt  angry  in  his 
heart.  Pei  Shih  however  purposely 
asked  Fang  Te  "How  would  it  be  to 
send  one  hundred  rolls?" 

Fang  Te  said  "Even  one  hundred 
rolls  would  only  be  enough  to  send  to 
Wang  Tai." 

Pei  Shih  hearing  that  one  hundred 
rolls  would  only  be  enough  for 
Wang  Tai  still  did  not  know  how 
many  rolls  would  be  required  for  Li 
Mien.  In  her  heart  she  was  very 
angry,  but  she  said  "Then  if  you  want 
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to  send  Wang  Tai  a  hundred  rolls, 
you  must  send  at  least  five  hundred 
rolls  to  the  judge." 

Fang  Te  said  "  Five  hundred  rolls 
would  not  be  enough. 

At  this  Pei  Shih  became  still  more 
angry,  and  said  '*In  that  case  you 
might  as  well  increase  it  to  one  thou- 
sand pieces.     Will  that  do?*' 

Fang  Te  said  "That  wiil  .^bout 
do?'' 

Pei  Shih  hearing  this  faced  Fang 
Te  and  spitting  in  his  face  said  "You 
are  certainly  mad.  How  long  have 
you  been  an  official  and  how  many 
things  have  you  given  to  me?  Now 
that  you  are  so  generous  I  am  afraid 
you  will  be  selling  me  next,  but  even 
that  would  not  be  equal  to  a  half  of 
your  gifts.  Where  will  you  find 
enough  silk  to  send  to  this  person  ?" 

Fang  Te  seeing  his  wife  in  siich  a 
temper  said  "Madame  is  very  talkative, 
and  you  discuss  matters  very  well. 
But  why  are  you  so  angry?" 

Pei  Shih  speaking  in  a  loud  voice 
said  "What  is  there  to  discuss?  If  you 
have  the    things    then    send    them   to 
him.     Whv  do  vou  speak  to  me  about" 
it?" 
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Fang  Te.  "I  certainly  have  not  got 
the  things,  but  in  the  Government 
Treasury  there  is  some  money  which  I 
can  make  use  of." 

Pei  Shih.  "What  a  brave  man  !  The 
money  in  the  Treasury  is  from  the- 
public  taxes.  How  dare  you  use  it  for 
your  private  purposes.  What  will  you 
do  if  a  higher  official  comes  to  audit 
your  accounts?  How  would  you  arrange 
matters  then?'' 

Fang  Te  upon  hearing  this  was  very 
much  depressed  and  said  ''What  you 
say  is  quite  true,  but  there  is  no 
alternative  because  the  benefactor  is 
anxious  to  go.  I  can  think  of  no  other 
plan.  What  am  I  to  do?"  He  there- 
upon sat  down  at  one  side  to  think  the 
matter  out. 

CHAPTER  XV 

Who  could  know  that  Pei  Shih 
objecting  to  her  husband  sending  such 
a  liberal  present  had  resulted  in  Fang 
Te  feeling  a  pain  as  though  she  had 
cut  his  flesh.  Even  his  bowels  seemed 
to  be  pierced  by  her  anger.  This  had 
occurred  through  the  sudden  incursion 
of  (Pei  Shih's)  vile  heart. 
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Pei  Shih  said  "I  see  that  it  has  been 
ill  vain  you  have  been  an  official. 
Even  with  this  affair  you  have  no  plan 
so  how  can  you  become  a  big  official. 
I  have  a  decisive  plan,  but  there  fs  one 
obstacle  to  a  final  settlememt." 

Fang  Te  saw  that  this  was  better 
language  so  he  urgently  asked  her 
"What  plan  have  you  got  ?" 

Pei  Shih  said  "There  is  an  ancient 
saying  "A  great  benevolence  cannot 
be  repaid."  It  will  be  better  to  find  an 
opportunity  this  evening  to  injure  him, 
and  then  we  shall  be  free." 

Fang  Te  upon  hearing  this  became 
red  in  the  face  with  anger,  and  shouted 
at  her  '*You  are  a  wicked  woman. 
Previously  when  I  wanted  a  roll  of 
cloth  from  you  to  make  clothes  you 
were  unwilling  to  give  it  to  me.  So  I 
went  to  relatives  and  friends  to  beg 
from  them,  and  met  the  robbers  who 
took  me  and  inveigled  me  to  join 
their  band.  I  very  nearly  lost  my 
life.  If  this  benefactor  had  not  given 
up  his  official  prospects  by  releasing 
m«  how  could  we  have  been  together 
now.  You  do  not  exhort  me  to  do 
good  things,  but  you  tell  me  to  injure 
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my  benefactor.     How  can  you   be  so 

hardhearted?" 

Pei  Shih  seeing  that  her  husband 
was  angry,  smiled  and  said  "What  I  say 
is  quite  good  so  why  are  you  angry?  If 
what  I  say  is  reasonable  you  can  listen, 
and  if  it  is  unreasonable  you  need  not 
listen.     Why  get  exited  ?" 

Fang  Te.  "You  say  what  reason  you 
have/' 

Pei  Shih.  "You  say  that  previously 
I  was  unwilling  to  give  you  the  cloth, 
and  therefore  you  remind  me  of  it 
now.  Just  think  a  little.  I  married 
you  when  I  was  seventeen  years  of 
age.  In  every  day  things  was  I  not 
economical?  So  how  can  you  be 
ungrateful?  You  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  I  was  unwilling  to  give  you  those 
two  rolls  of  cloth  ?  I  have  heard  that 
previously  there  was  a  man  named  Su 
Chin.  When  he  was  not  an  official  the 
people  in  his  own  family  pretended  not 
to  take  any  notice  of  him.  Afterwards 
he  became  Minister  of  State  for  six 
kingdoms.  I  thought  of  learning  this 
old  story  and  stimulating  you  to 
become  famous.  I  did  not  think  you 
would  have  bad  luck.      Then  you  met 
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with  the  band  of  robbers,  but  you  had 
not  the  determination  of  Su  Chin  and 
you  carelessly  went  with  them.  After- 
wards, there  was  trouble,  but  that  was 
of  your  own  making.  I  was  not 
implicated  in  that  matter.  At  that 
time  Li  Mien  was  certainly  just  and 
therefore  released  you." 

Fang  Te  "You  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  Li  Mien  had  any  bad  plans?'"' 

Pei  Shih  while  laughing  said  "You 
are  not  very  sharp.  Even  in  this 
matter  you  cannot  see  far.  Of  these 
officials  who  have  to  punish  people 
more  than  half  are  covetous  and  are 
swindlers.  Even  if  their  nearest 
relatives,  and  best  friends  violate  the 
laws  and  so  get  into  their  clutches 
they  are  unwilling  to  allow  feelings  or 
reason  to  influence  them  in  release- 
ing  them.  Moreover  when  he  (Li 
Mien)  met  you  he  did  not  recognise 
you,  and  further  under  the  circum- 
stances you  were  at  fault  so  why  should 
he  endanger  his  official  post  by  releasing 
you  ?  He  undoubtedly  knew  that  you 
were  chief  of  the  robbers,  and  would 
certainly  have  some  booty.  He  hoped 
that    by    releasing    you,    you    would 
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secretly  take  money  and  goods,  and 
present  them  to  him.  He  would  spend 
the  money  among  his  superior  officials 
so  that  he  would  not  really  lose  his 
job.  He  would  also  have  a  fair 
balance  of  the  money  for  himself.  Just 
think.  If  he  had  not  this  idea  why 
did  he  release  you,  the  only  one  in  that 
band  of  robbers?  It  must  have  been 
that  he  did  not  know  that  that  was  not 
the  first  time  you  had  been  robbing  be- 
cause you  were  exceedingly  poor.  As 
soon  as  he  released  you,  you  ran  away 
and  he  lost  his  official  position.  Just 
now  he  has  heard  that  you  are  in  an 
official  positson  here,  and  therefore  he 
has  come  to  look  you  up." 

Fand  Te  heard  this  and  shaking  his 
head  said  "It  was  not  so.  When  he 
released  me  he  certainly  had  the  best 
of  intention,  and  he  had  no  other  idea. 
Now  he  is  going  to  Chang  Shan,  and 
in  passing  this  way  he  accidentally  met 
me.  He  was  afraid  that  he  would 
interfere  with  my  public  duties  and 
therefore  he  turned  his  head  to  one  side, 
and  was  unwilling  to  salute  me.  He 
had  not  come  with  the  object  of  look- 
ing for  me.  You  must  not  suspect  him 
unfairly." 
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Pel  Sinn  signed  and  said  "He  says 
that  he  was  going  to  Chang  Shan, 
bnt  that  is  false.  Why  do  you  believe, 
and  consider  it  to  be  true  ?  You  need 
not  say  anything  more,  but  just  watch 
him,  and  then  you  can  find  out  what 
he  brought  Wang  Tai  here  for." 

i  Fang  Te  asked  "  You  say  that  Li 
Mien  brought  Wang  Tai  here.  Now, 
why  did  he  bring  him?" 

Pei  Shih  said  "You  are  very  stupid. 
Li  Mien  is  very  friendly  with  Yen  Tai- 
shou,  and  is  now  going  to  Chang  Shan 
to  see  him.  Perhaps  that  is  true. 
Wang  Tai  was  a  jailor  of  the  Ching- 
chao  Prefecture,  but  you  do  not  mean 
to. say  that  he  is  going  to  Chang  Shan 
because  he  is  friendly  with  Yen  Tai- 
shou,  and  wants  to  see  him.  If  it  is 
not  this  way  why  is  he  accompanying 
Li  Mien?  You  say  that  he  (Li  Mien) 
turned  his  head  and  did  not  call  you. 
Pie  was  evidently  testing  you  to  see 
whether  you  would  call  him.  That 
certainly  was  his  villainous  plot.  How 
can  you  make  that  out  to  be  a  good 
idea?  Moreover  if  he  really  wanted  to 
go  to  Chang  Shan  how  is  it  that  he 
has  stopped  here  these  few  days?" 
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■Fan Of  Te.  "That  was  because  I 
repeatedly  detained  him,  and  he  was 
also  willing  to  stop  here  for  several 
days." 

Pel  Shih.  "That  was  evidently  part 
of  his  plot,  and  he  wanted  to  see  whe- 
ther you  would  treat  him  well  or 
n9t." 

CHAPTER    XVI       --SJ/ 

Fang  Te  was  naturally  an  easy  going 
man,  and  from  what  his  wife  had  said 
a  little  suspicion  had, entered  his  mind 
so  that  hk  "bowed  his  head  and  did  not 
speak,    . 

Pei  Shih  again  said  "To  sum  up  in 
one  sentence.  You  cannot  repay  this 
act  of  benevolence." 

FangTe  said  "Why  not  repay  it." 

Pei  Shih :  "If  you  now  repay  him  a 
little  his  countenance  will  change,  and 
he  will  mention  the  old  case  of  the 
robbers.  When  that  occurs  not  only 
your  official  job  will  be  lost,  but  I  am 
afraid  you  may  be  arrested  as  well. 
The  robber  who  broke  out  of  the 
prison  will  be  punished,  and  per- 
haps he  may  lose  his  lives.  If  you 
repay  him  very  liberally  he  can  still 
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make  use  of  the  law,  and  he  may  come 
occasionally  and  extort  more  money 
from  you.  You  will  have  to  give  him 
an  amount  similar  to  the  previous  gift. 
There  may  come  a  time  when  you 
will  not  be  able  to  satisfy  him,  and 
then  he  will  take  up  the  old  case,  and 
reopen  it.  You  will  not  be  able  to  get 
out  of  his  clutches,  and  for  a  long  time 
you  will  not  be  able  to  settle  the 
matter.  There  is  an  ancient  saying 
"He  wins  who  gets  in  the  first  blow," 
If  you  do  not  act  according  to  my 
advice  then  later  on  you  will  regret  it, 
but  then  it  will  be  too  late." 

Fang  Te  having  heard  her  speech, 
nodded  his  head  very  slightly  as  he  had 
changed  his  mind  already.  He  thought 
a  little  and  then  said  "I  must  repay 
my  benefactor  now,  but  he  has  not 
mentiond  a  word  about  it,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  he  has  no  such  idea." 

Pei  Shih  laughed  and  said  "He  has 
not  said  anything  yet  because  he  has 
not  seen  how  you  are  going  to  arrange 
matters.  He  is  waiting  until  the  time 
of  his  departure  is  near,  and  then  he 
will  speak.  On  this  occasion  he  has 
not  mentioned  anything  because  your 
position    is  not  quite  assured," 
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'  Fang  Te  said  ''How  do  you  make  it" 
out  that  it  is  uot  assured?" 

Pei  Shih  said  ''Li  Mien  came  here, 
and  you  have  been  exceedingly  hospi- 
table. The  men  in  the  yameu  do  not 
know  what  is  his  business  here  and 
they  will  certainly  ask  his  servant.  Do 
you  think  that  his  (Li  Mien's)  servant 
will  not  be  willing  to  deceive  you? 
He  will  certainly  speak  about  your 
previous  affair.  Do  you  think  that 
then  your  servants  will  not  have  very 
sharp  things  to  say?  If  they  get  to 
know  that  their  official  has  previously 
been  a  robber  they  will  circulate  the 
news  to  every  place.  When  your 
colleagues  get  to  know  they  will  not 
dare  to  ridicule  you  to  your  face,  but 
behind  your  back  they  will  discuss  the 
matter.  It  will  become  more  than  you 
can  bear,  and  then  you  will  not  have 
enough  dignity  to  "carry  on''  as  an 
official  here.  All  this  however  is  only 
a  small  affair.  As  Li  Mien  is  very 
friendly  with  Yen  Tai-show  do  you 
think  that  he  will  not  mention  your 
affair  when  he  gets  there?  He  certainly 
will  speak  about  it.  I  hear  that  Yen 
Tai-show  is  an  old  man  with  a  very 
strange     disposition.      You     are     his 
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subordinate,  and  if  Li  Mien  tells  him, 
it  will  get  transmitted  all  over  the 
country  north  of  the  river.  At  that 
time  you  will  have  to  steal  away  during 
the  night,  but  I  am  afraid  it  will  then 
be  too  late.  If  things  occur  in  this 
way  then  you  will  become  as  poor  as 
before  for  the  rest  of  your  life.  How 
are  you  going  to  settle  it?  Quickly  act 
now,  and  avoid  a  nasty  affair  with  Yen 
Tai-show. 

CHAPTER  XVH. 

Fang  Te  had  been  afraid  that  the 
servant  of  Li  Mien  would  let  his  matter 
leak  out.  Therefore  he  had  secretly 
instructed  Wang  Tai,  and  the  others, 
not  to  mention  his  affairs  to  the  men 
in  his  yamen.  Now  that  he  heard  his 
wife  advancing  so  many  fearsome 
reasons,  and  as  they  agreed  with  the 
tremours  of  his  heart,  his  intention  to 
"repay  the  benevolence"  vanished 
into  space.  He  straightway  compli- 
mented his  wife  for  her  speech  and  said 
"You  think  about  everything,  but  on 
the  other  hand  if  I  make  the  slightest 
mistake  I  injure  myself.  When  he 
came  all  the  men  in  the  yamen  knew 
about  it,  and  if  tomorrow  they  do  not 
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see  him  will  they  Hot  be  suspicions? 
Moreover  if  there  is  a  corpse  how  are 
voii  going  to  get  rid  of  it?" 

Pei  Shih  said  "That  is  not  difficult. 
Wait  a  little  and  then  take  a  few  of 
your  most  intimate  men  to  wait  upon 
you,  and  send  all  the  rest  away.  Then 
take  the  master  and  the  servant  and 
get  them  thoroughly  drunk.  Wait 
until  it  is  dark,  and  then  send  a  man 
to  assassinate  them.  Then  set  fire  to 
the  library  and  the  following  day  make 
a  search  for  their  bones.  You  must 
pretend  to  cry  for  a  time.  At  that 
time  everybody  must  say  that  they 
(Li  Mien  and  his  servant)  have  been 
burnt  to  death.  What  suspicion  can 
there  be?" 

Fang  Te  hearing  this  was  very 
pleased,  and  said  "This  plan  is  very 
fine,"  He  got  up  and  was  going 
outside. 

Pei  Shih  knew  that  Fang  Te  had 
changed  his  mind,  but  she  was  afraid 
that  he  would  disclose  the  plan  during 
his  conversation  with  Li  Mien.  So 
she  said  "The  day  is  still  young. 
Wait  a  little  and  then  go." 

Fang  Te  hearing  her  say  this  sat 
down  again. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

:,  A  proverb  says  "  Even  if  you  discuss 
matters  in  the  (tall)  grass  there  will 
be  somebody  on  the  road  who  will 
hear  what  you  say "  Fang  Te  and 
Pei  Shih  wrangled  inside  the  room 
about  the  silk  without  taking  any 
precaution,  but  on  the  other  side  of 
the  wall  there  was  a  servant,  LrU  Hsin, 
who  was  listening  to  what  they  said. 
Now  Pei  Shih  had  thought  that  there 
was  no  one  outside,  and  therefore  she 
disclosed  her  vile  plans  instigating  her 
husband  to  go  and  injure  another 
man.  ^\,  4?lj  ^ 

Lu  Hsin  heard  them  wrangling 
about  the  silk,  and  knew  that  they 
had  not  noticed  him.  But  when  he 
heard  Pei  Shih"s  plans,  and  heard  her 
tell  Fang  Te  to  make  Li  Mien  and  his 
servant  thoroughly  drunk,  and  then 
in  the  night  to  send  men  to  assas- 
sinate them,  and  set  fire  to  the  house 
he  was  "  startled  out  of  his  skin."  He 
said  to  himself  "Sure  enough  my 
master  was  previously  a  robber,  and 
fortunately  this  gentleman  released 
him.  Now  he  is  returning  hatred  for 
favours  received.  Has  he  no  con- 
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science?  In  this  affair  with  a  bene- 
factor of  this  kind  why  do  they  want 
to  injure  him?  It  looks  as  though  if 
we  slaves  make  the  least  mistake  we 
shall  be  killed  at  once.  With  this 
kind  of  pestiferous  person  what  ad- 
vantage shall  we  have?  There  is  a 
proverb  "  To  save  a  man's  life  is  much 
better  than  building  a  seven  storied 
pagoda."  Why  should  I  not  go  and 
save  that  man's  life?  That  will  be  a 
little  to  my  credit.  If  I  take  them 
and  enable  them  to  escape,  ray  master 
will  not  accept  an  excuse  from  me.. 
It  will  be  better  if  I  accompany 
them." 

So  he  took  two  ounces  of  silver,  and 
put  them  in  his  waist  belt.  He  then 
stealthily  went  into  the  private  apart- 
ments, and  ran  straight  from  there  to 
the  library.  He  saw  Chih  Cheng 
boiling  water  in  an  apartment  on  one 
side.  In  his  hand  he  held  a  fan,  and 
he  was  dozing  on  the  door  step.  Lu 
Hsin  did  not  go  to  arouse  him,  but 
immediately  went  into  the  library. 
He  looked  round,  and  saw  that  there 
were  no  servants  there,  but  only  Li 
Mien  who  was  leaning  against  a  table 
reading  a  book.     Lu  Hsin  went  up  to 
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tlie  table  and  whispered  "  Sir,  the 
misery  to  be  inflicted  npon  you  by 
Heaven  will  soon  be  here.  You  had 
better  get  away  at  once  without  wait- 
ing for  anything.'' 

Li  Mien  upon  hearing  this  was 
startled  and  quickly  asked  Lu  Hsin 
"  What  misery  to  be  inflicted  by 
Heaven  is  there  for  me." 

Lu  Hsin  took  Li  Mien  and  led 
him  to  one  side,  and  told  him  every- 
thing that  he  had  heard.  He  also  said 
"  I  think,  Sir,  that  you  come  here 
without  any  object,  and  have  been 
badly  treated.  I  thought  that  you 
would  be  very  much  upset  by  this, 
and  therefore  I  quickly  came  to  report 
the  matter  to  you.  If  you  do  not 
quickly  get  away  now,  but  instead 
wait  a  while,  the  misery  inflicted  by 
Heaven  will  soon  be  upon  you." 

Li  Mien  upon  hearing  this  felt  as 
though  a  bucket  of  cold  water  had 
been  sprinkled  on  his  head,  and  the 
whole  of  his  body  trembled.  He 
saluted  Lu  Hsin  with  both  hands 
folded,  thanked  him  and  said  "  If  you 
had  not  come  from  a  sense  of  justice 
my  life  would  certainly  have  been  lost. 
I    must    certainly    recompeuce     this 
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display  of  kindness  and  virtue.  I 
certainly  do  not  like  this  class  of  men 
who  forget  favours,  and  abuse  kind- 
ness." 

Lu  Hin  hastily  knelt  down  and 
without  stopping  his  kotouing  to  the 
ground  said  "  Sir,  please  do  not  speak 
very  loudly.  If  Chih  Cheng  hears  us 
he  will  spread  the  report,  and  our  lives 
will  be  extinguished." 

Li  Mien  said  "But  there  is  one 
matter.  That  if  I  go  yon  will  be 
implicated,  and  I  do  not  like  that." 

Lu  Hsin  said  "I  have  no  wife  or 
children.  I  will  wait  until  you,  Sir, 
depart,  and  then  I  will  run  away  to  a 
distant  place." 

Li  Mien  said  '*  That  being  the  case, 
why  not  come  with  me  to  Chang 
Shan." 

Lu  Hsin  said  "  If  you,  Sir,  want  me 
to  accompany  you  I  shall  be  quite 
willing  to  carry  your  whip,  and  hold 
your  stirrup  (i.e.  act  as  servant)." 

Li  Mien  said  "You  are  my  great 
benefactor.  What  are  you  talking 
about?  But  Wang  Tai  has  just  gone 
with  two  servants  to  buy  some  hempen 
shoes.  How  can  we  arrange  that 
matter?" 
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Liu  Hsin  said  '•  You  wait  a  bit,  and 
I  will  go  and  find  them,  and  bring 
them  back.'' 

Li  Mien  said  '*Tlie  horses  are  in  the 
stables  at  the  back.  We  must  also 
arrange  to  get  them  led  out  to  us." 

Lu  Hsin  said  "  Wait  a  bit,  and  I 
will  think  of  a  plan  of  deceiving  them 
into  letting  us  have  the  horses." 

CHAPTER  XIX. 

He  then  went  quickly  to  the  library, 
and  looked  round.  Chih  Cheng  was  no 
longer  dozing  on  the  door-step  so  Lu 
Hsi^i  ran  to  the  room  at  the  side  and 
looking  inside  saw  that  he  (Chih 
Cheng)  was  not  there.  He  thought 
that  Chih  Cheng  must  have  gone  to 
the  closet,  or  perhaps  that  Chih  Cheng 
had  heard  their  conversation,  and  had 
gone  inside  to  tell  Fang  Te. 

Therefore  being  extremely  afraid,  lie 
returned  to  the  library,  and  said  to  Li 
Mien  "  Sir,  things  are  not  going  well. 
That  crafty  Chih  Cheng  has  heard 
what  we  said,  and  has  gone  to  tell  our 
master.  We  had  better  get  away 
quickly,  and  not  wait  until  the  servants 
come. 
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Li  Mien  upon  hearing  this  was  so 
afraid  that  he  conld  not  utter  a  word, 
and  throwing  down  his  baggage  stag- 
gered towards  the  library  courtyard 
where  there  were  several  yanien 
runners  who  when  they  saw  Li  Mien 
rose  from  their  seats.  Li  Mien  with 
quickening  steps  ran  to  the  I  Men 
(Gate  of  Ceremony)  and  there  luckily 
were  three  horses  of  the  Expectant 
Magistrate  tied  up  under  the  verandah. 

Lu  Hsin  then  thought  of  a  plan, 
and  spoke  to  the  grooms  "  Mr.  Li  Mien 
wants  to  go  to  the  West  Gate  to  pay  a 
visit.  Take  the  horses,  and  let  Li 
Mien  ride  them.'' 

The  grooms  recognised  Li  Mien  as 
a  friend  of  the  magistrate  and  knew 
that  Lu  Hsin  was  his  attendant,  so 
how  could  they  refuse  to  agree. 
Therefore  they  quickly  led  two  horses 
forward,  and  the  two  men  mounted. 

At  this  moment  Wang  Tai  happened 
to  come  on  the  scene,  so  Lu  Hsin  said 
"  Wang  Tai,  your  uncle  has  arrived, 
come  along  with  the  master  who  is 
going  to  meet  him."  He  also  told  the 
grooms  to  bring  another  horse,  and 
Wang  Tai  mounted.  Then  all  three 
left   by    the    main    entrance    to    the 
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yanien,  with  the  grooms  running 
behind.  Lu  Hsin  told  the  grooms 
that  the  Magistrate  would  want  them 
to  groom  the  horses  well  in  the  eve- 
ning because  Li  Mien  was  starting  out 
early  the  following  morning  to  go  to  . 
the  prefectural  town,  so  they  need  not 
come  with  the  horses  now.  The 
grooms  heard  this  and  seeing  no  reason 
to  doubt  it  stopped  and  expressed  their 
many  thanks. 

The  three  men  then  left  the  yamen, 
crossed  the  bridge,  and  turned  towards 
the  west.  Those  two  servants  of  Li 
Mien  were  carrying  in  their  hands 
hempen  shoes,  and  were  pressing  close 
behind. 

They  asked  "  Wang  Tai,  where 
are  you  going?"  Wang  Tai  replied, 
"I  do  not  know." 

Li  Mien  then  said  "  Well,  we  need 
not  talk  much  about  it.  Come  along 
with  me."  Li  Mien  and  Lu  Hsin  used 
their  whips,  and  the  horses  galloped  off 
But  Wang  Tai's  suspicion  was  aroused 
because  he  did  not  know  where  they 
were  going  to  on  this  visit,  and  yet 
his  master  was  evidently  in  haste, 
pressing  his  horse  into  a  gallop. 
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The  two  servants  behind  saw  that 
they  had  gone  qnickly  to  the  West 
Gate.  In  the  distance  they  also  saw 
three  men  riding  their  liorses  and  they 
entered  the  city.  Lu  Hsin  recognised 
one  of  them  as  their  yamen  official 
named  Chen  Yen  and  with  him  was  a 
yamen  steward  and  the  third  he  did 
not  know.  These  two  men  seeing  Li 
Mien,  qnickly  dismonnted,  and  stood  at 
the  side.  There  is  a  common  saying 
"An  anxions  man  soon  forms  his 
plans." 

Lu  Hsin  spoke  to  Li  Mien  "  Sir, 
these  two  yamen  stewards  have  animals 
to  ride.  Why  not  borrow  the  horses 
of  Chen  for  a  short  time?  " 

Li  Mien  saw  the  point,  reined  in  his 
horse  and  said  "That  is  a  good  idea." 

Lu  Hsin  then  went  to  Chen  Yen 
and  said  "  Mr.  Li  wants  to  pay  a  visit, 
and  would  like  to  borrow  yonr  two 
horses  for  a  short  time,  so  that  his 
attendants  can  ride  with  him.  They 
will  soon  be  returned." 

The  two  men  wished  to  curry  favour 
with  Li  Mien,  because  he  was  intimate 
with  their  master,  and  conld  speak  a 
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good  word  for  them  so  they  quickly 
replied  "  As  he  only  wants  to  ride 
them,  of  course  it  will  be  all  right." 

So  after  a  little  time  when  Li  Mieii) 
and  his  party  had  cooled  down  a  little, 
and  regained  their  breath  two  men 
took  the  whips  and  bridles,  and  handed 
them  to  the  attendants,  who  mounted 
and  accompained  Li  Mien  through  the 
West  Gate.  With  the  two  extra  horses 
they  flew  along  the  road  towards 
Chang  Shan. 

CHAPTER  XX. 

Let  us  now  return  and  pick  up  our 
narrative  where  we  dropped  it.  When 
Chih  Cheng  returned  from  the  closet 
he  made  some  tea,  and  took  it  into  the 
library.  Li  Mien  was  not  there,  and 
although  he  searched  all  the  rooms  he 
could  not  find  him.  He  thought  that 
perhaps  after  sitting  for  some  time  in 
the  library  he  had  got  bored,  and  had 
gone  for  a  stroll.  So  he  waited  for 
about  two  hours,  and  yet  Li  Mien 
had  not  returned.  He  again  searched 
everywhere  in  the  library,  and  as  he 
approached  the  door  he  happened  to 
meet  Fang  Te,  his  master. 
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Now  Fang  Te  had  been  kept  in  the 
private  apartments  by  his  wife,  but 
after  sitting  about  for  qaite  half  the 
day  he  went  to  the  library,  and  so 
accidentally  met  Chih  Cheng  whom 
he  asked  "  Have  you  seen  Lu  Hsin  ?" 
Chih  Cheng  said  he  had  not  seen  him, 
but  perhaps  he  had  gone  to  accompany 
lyi  Mien  on  a  walk. 

When  Fang  Te  heard  this  he  be- 
came suspicious,  and  was  going  to 
send  Chih  Cheng  to  look  for  them 
when  just  at  that  time  Chen  Yen 
happened  to  come  on  the  scene.  So 
Fang  Te  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  Li 
Mien.  Chen  Yen  said  he  had  just 
seen  Lu  Hsin  who  told  him  that  Li 
Mien  had  gone  to  pay  a  visit.  They 
had  also  borrowed  his  horses,  and 
altogether  five  horses  had  galloped  off 
at  great  speed.  Yet  he  did  not  know 
what  urgent  business  they  had. 

Upon  hearing  this  Fang  Te  knew 
that  Lu  Hsin  had  "let  the  cat  out 
of  the  bag,"  and  became  extremely 
afraid.  Yet  he  could  not  make  further 
enquiries.  So  he  returned  to  the 
private  apartments,  and  told  his  wife 
Pei  Shih  all  about  it. 
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"When  Pei  Shili  heard  the  tale  she 
jumped  up,  aud  could  hardly  speak. 
At  last  she  said,  "  Our  calamity  is 
quite  uear." 

Fang  Te  saw  that  his  wife  was  also 
angry,  but  concealiug  his  resentment 
he  said  to  her  "  Li  Mien's  bad  idea  is 
the  fruit  of  your  gossip.  Now  this 
trouble  has  arisen.  What  are  you 
going  to  do?" 

Pei  Shih  said  "  You  need  not  get 
confused.  What  we  have  started  to 
do  we  must  finish  thoroughly.  But 
we  need  not  say  anything  more  about 
how  this  troublesome  affair  got  into 
this  position,  but  rather  let  us  consider 
our  plans  for  putting  the  matter  right. 
I  think  they  cannot  have  travelled 
very  far  so  send  several  intimate 
persons  to  pose  as  robbers.  They  can 
leave  during  the  night  and  persue 
them,  and  when  caught  can  kill  them. 
Is  that  not  clear?" 

So  Fang  Te  called  Chen  Yen  into 
the  private  apartments,  and  discussed 
the  matter  with  him,  and  then  told 
him  to  arrange  the  matter  in  that  way. 

Chen  Yen  said  "  This  w'ont  do.  In 
the  first  place  I  am  only  your  servant, 
and  cannot  commit  murder.     In    the 
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second  place,  if  on  the  way  we  meet 
men  who  save  them,  we  may  get 
arrested  and  so  lose  our  own  lives. 
I  have  a  plan  with  no  risk,  and  I  can 
guarantee  that  they  shall  not  escape." 

Fang  Te  upon  hearing  this  was 
very  pleased,  and  asked  him  "Let  me 
hear  your  plan  at  once." 

CHAPTER  XXI. 

Chen  Yen  said  "Just  now  there  is  a 
strange  person  living  with  a  neighbour 
of  mine.  He  removed  there  this 
month,  but  I  do  not  know  his  name 
yet,  or  his  business.  Every  day  he 
went  out  and  got  drunk.  So  I  decided 
to  investigate  his  conduct. 

Now  a  few  days  ago  there  arrived  a 
knight  wearing  a  purple  hat,  and  a 
silk  overcoat.  He  rode  a  horse,  and 
was  accompanied  by  several  men. 
They  all  went  to  this  strange  person's 
house,  and  were  kept  there  for  three 
days  drinking  wine,  and  then  they  all 
departed. 

So  I  secretly  asked  the  attendants 
of  the  knight  the  name  of  the  guest, 
but  they  were  all  unwilling  to  tell 
me.     But  among  them  there  was  one 
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man  who  drew  me  to  one  side  and  told 
me  that  the  man  was  a  ''chivalrous 
double-edged  sword"  (i.e.  a  knight 
who  used  his  sword  to  rectify  wrong), 
and  his  sword  could  fly  away,  and 
execute  people.  In  a  short  time  it 
could  go  loo  li.  The  man  was  keen 
on  justice,  and  because  at  Ch'augan  he 
avenged  a  wrong  for  a  man,  and  killed 
another  man  in  broad  daylight,  he 
had  come  here  to  hide. 

"  So  now  Sir,  get  your  present  ready, 
and  go  and  see  this  man,  and  for  what 
injury  you  have  recewed  from  Li  Mien 
beg  this  "chivalrous  knight"  to  avenge 
you.  If  he  is  willing  he  will  do  this 
business  for  you.'' 

At  the  time  Pei  Shih  was  listening 
behind  a  screen,  and  she  said  "This  is 
a  good  plan.  Quickly  go,  and  request 
him  to  take  this  in  hand  :" 

Fang  Te  asked  "How  many  presents 
must  I  send." 

Chen  Yen  said  "He  is  a  keenly 
chivalrous  and  just  man,  and  his  feel- 
ings are  not  affected  by  presents.  Sir, 
offer  him  three  hundred  ounces  of 
silver,  and  it  will  be  all  right." 

Pei  Shih  who  was  at  the  side  took 
Fang  Te  off  to  prepare  the  presents. 
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and  they  got  together  three  hundred 
ounces  of  silver. 

In  the  evening  Fang  Te  changed 
into  his  ordinary  house  dress,  and 
told  Chen  Yen,  and  Chih  Cheng  to 
carry  the  presents,  and  follow  behind 
him.  He  did  not  ride,  but  stealthily 
left  the  yameu,  and  went  to  Chen 
Yen's  house. 

Certainly  the  alleyway  where  he 
lived  was  very  quiet  as  there  were  only 
four  or  five  families  there.  Chen  Yen 
took  Fang  Te  into  his  house,  and  then 
went  out  to  see  whether  the  man  had 
cjme  back  from  his  drinking. 

He  soon  returned,  and  told  Fang  Te 
to  get  ready  his  speech,  and  also  that  he 
had  better  kneel  down  when  he  met 
the  man.  Fang  Te  nodded  his  head, 
and  said  "all  right."  So  then  the  three, 
master  and  servants,  went  and  came  to 
the  door  of  that  man's  house,  and  gently 
tapped  twice  on  the  door.  That  man 
opened  the  door,  and  asked  "Who  is 
there?" 

Chen  Yen  said  in  a  whispering  voice 
"Our  District  Magistrate  has  come  to 
pay  his  respects  to  the  "Just  Man." 
The  man  said  "There  is  r.o  Just  Man 
here,"     and  so  saying  was  closing  the 
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door,  but  Chen  Yen  said  "Don't  close 
the  door,  as  I  have  something  more  to 
say  to  you."  The  man  said  "I  want 
to  go  to  sleep  now,  whatever  you  have 
to  say  please  come  tomorrow."  Fang 
Te  then  said  "}wst  wait  a  bit.  We 
have  something  to  say  to  you."  So 
the  man  then  invited  them  to  go  inside, 
and  sit  down.  They  all  three  entered, 
and  the  man  closed  the  door  and  took 
them  into  a  room  which  was  certainly 
very  small. 


CHAPTER  XXII 

Upon  entering  the  room  Fang  Te 
knelt  down,  gave  the  man  the  k'o-t'ou, 
and  then  said  "We  failed  to  welcome 
your  arrival  in  this  mean  town,  but 
today  we  have  come  to  pay  you  our 
respects,  and  sooth  your  injured  feel- 
ings." 

The  man  immediately  raised  Fang 
Te  to  his  feet,  and  said  "You,  Sir,  are 
the  master  of  this  district,  why  do  you 
give  me  such  great  marks  of  respect. 
Why  do  you  depart  from  the  usual 
official  manner?  Moreover,    I   am   not 
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the  "Just  Man."  There  is  no  need 
for  you  to  apologize  to  me." 

Fang  Te  said  "Today  I  certainly 
come  to  visit  the  "Just  Man."  What 
does  it  matter  if  a  little  mistake  has 
been  made."  So  he  told  Chen  Yen, 
and  Chih  Cheng  to  arrange  the  presents 
on  the  table,  and  then  said  "How  petty 
and  trifling  are  all  these  rules  of  con- 
duct. The  honour  is  mine  to  offer  a 
present  to  a  ''J^^st  Man"  but  the  presents 
are  only  like  asking  him  to  receive  a 
present  for  my  own  gratification." 

The  man  said  "lam  only  a  loafer,  and 
have  jio  fixed  residence.  Also  I  have 
no  ability,  and  am  not  a  brave  man. 
I  have  no  use  for  the  presents,  and 
I  must  ask  you  to  take  them  back," 

Fang  Te  bowing  and  saluting  said 
"Although  the  presents  are  trifling,  yet 
they  are  a  little  indication  of  our 
sincerity,  and  I  humbly  beg  you  to 
accept  them." 

The  man  said  "  To-day  you  have 
condescended  to  come  down  to  my 
level,  and  have  lowered  your  dignity 
in  entering  my  grass  covered  hut. 
But  getting  right  to  the  bottom  I 
should  like  to  know  what  your 
affair  is.  " 
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Fang  Te  said  "  I  must  ask  you  to 
first  accept  the  presents,  and  then  I 
can  tell  you." 

The  man  said  "  Although  I  am  a 
poor  man  yet  I  do  not  want  ill  gotten 
wealth.  If  you,  Sir,  won't  speak  clear- 
ly now  I  certainly  won't  take  the 
presents." 

Fang  Te  thereupon  knelt  down,  and 
whimperingly  said  "  Because  I  have 
been  greatly  injured'  I  now  have  an 
enemy  upon  whom  I  cannot  avenge 
myself.  Therefore  hearing  that  you 
were  brave,  and  were  similar  to  Nieh 
Cheng  and  Ching  K'o  of  former  times 
I  came  with  courage  to  visit  you, 
and  request  you  to  take  pity  on  me, 
Fang  Te,  the  oppressed,  and  exert 
your  strength  on  my  behalf.  Then 
until  my  dying  days  I  shall  not  forget 
your  great  beneficience." 

The  man  upon  hearing  this  hurried- 
ly waved  his  hand  and  said  ''  You  are 
apologetic.  Beyond  devising  plans  to 
earn  a  living  I  have  no  schemes.  How 
can  I  undertake  this  matter  for  you? 
Moreover,  this  murderous  affair  is  by 
no  means  small.  If  any  man  even 
hears  of  it  he  will  be  implicated.     I 
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must  beg  you  to  return  at  once.'» 
Having  said  this  he  was  walking  away^ 
Fang  Te  quickly  stepped  in  front 
and  sefzing  his  hand  held  it  firmly  and 
said  "I  heard  before  that  yon,  the 
"Just  Man,"  were  both  honourable 
and  just,  and  could  be  specially 
eloquent  in  denouncing  all  evils. 
You  assist  those  in  distress,  and 
support  those  in  danger.  You  are 
like  the  brave  men  of  old.  Now  I, 
Fang  Te,  have  been  injured,  but  yon 
the  "Just  Man"  will  not  even  take 
pity  upon  me.  But  if  you,  Sir,  de- 
finitely refuse  to  take  this  enemy  in 
hand,  the  matter  is  settled,  and  we 
shall  never  hear  anything  more  about 
it."     So  saying  he  pretended  to  cry. 

The  man  seeing  affairs  like  this 
thought  that  there  must  have  been 
some^'injury  so  he  said  "Sir,  ^as  there 
really  an  injury." 

Fang  Te  said  "If  there  was  no 
injury  why  should  I  come  and  beg  for 
your  assistance  ? '' 

The  man  said  "  That  being  the  case, 
please  be  seated.  Take  this  injury 
that  you  have  had  to  endure  ;  tell  me 
the  name  of  your  enemy  ;    where  he 
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lives,  and  all  about  it.  If  it  can  be 
done  I  will  do  it;  If  I  cannot  do  it 
then  there  is  the  end  of  the  matter." 

CHAPTER  XXIII. 

So  Fang  Te  sat  down  opposite  to 
the  man,  with  Chen  Yen,  and  Chili 
Cheng  standing  at  the  side.  Making 
up  a  tale  he  said  that  Li  Mien  had 
previously  falsely  accused  him  of  being 
a  robber,  and  had  wrongly  punished 
tortured,  and  imprisoned  him.  Many 
times  he  (Li  Mien)  had  sent  the  head 
gaoler  Wang  Tai  into  the  prison  to 
kill  him,  but  as  he  did  not  want  people 
to  know  of  the  murder  he  had  not 
found  the  opportunity  to  do  the  deed. 
Very  luckily  a  higher  official  invest- 
igated the  case,  and  decided  that  he 
had  been  badly  treated,  and  released 
him.  Now,  hearing  that  I  was  an 
official  at  this  place  Li  Mien  arrived 
with  Wang  Tai  and  tried  to  extoit 
one  thousand  ounces  of  silver.  But 
this  was  not  enough,  and  he  secretly 
plotted  with  the  servants  to  assassinate 
me.  His  affairs  were  completely 
upset,  and  then  he  bolted  with  the 
servants.  He  has  gone  to  Chang  Shan 
to  calculate  how  he  can  instigate  Yen 


^  m  n  m.pi  e  m  n.^  pJ  ^^  ^'i  Jt- 
^  r +  Hm 

^ T  TB M ^  bK  ^  A  ^^  ii  5a  tt 
t  ti  ^  M  ftii  ^  3S  ^ .  ffl  #  ^1  ^  *r  flfc . 

luf  A  ^  m  T .  0f  Ja  ?^  ^  IT  ^ .  #  ^  ^ 

e- ^  it.if  0>«  i»fc  ^  ^  ^^-^  ft^  ^^  "j^  •** 

*..&  ji  >5  /t  T.X  ^  ^  ie ^.Bi  ^  H* 
7  ^  Tin  ^Ji^l^  01  *.tT  ^^ J^ 


82 


Tai-sliow  to  come  here  and  investigate 
matters.  So  he  (Fang  Te)  finished 
his  tissne  of  falsehood. 

The  man  npon  hearing  this  became 
quite  excited,  and  said  "  You  have 
certainly  been  greviously  injured. 
Why  should  I  not  take  this  matter  in 
hand?  But  first  I  must  ask  you  to  go 
back  home.  I  will  go  to  Chang  Shan 
this  evening,  find  the.se  thieves,  kill 
them,  and  avenge  you.  I  will  come 
to  your  yamen  in  tlie  third  watch  of 
the  night,  and  report  what  has  been 
done.'' 

Fang  Te  expressed  this  thanks  for 
the  "Just  Man's''  good  feelings  and 
said  he  would  wait  for  him  at  the 
yamen.  Wl'en  the  matter  was  finished 
he  would  handsomely  reward  him. 

The  man  speaking  in  a  serious  tone 
said  "  My  natural  temperament  is  to 
draw  my  sword  and  help  when  I  see 
matters  are  in  confusion.  Previously 
I  have  not  desired  people's  presents, 
so  that  when  you  offer  these  things  I 
do  not  care  to  accept  them,  and  must 
ask  you  to  take  them  back,"  So 
saying  he  whirled  round,  went  through 
the  door,  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  had  vanished. 
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Fang  Te  and  his  two  servants  were 
surprised  at  seeing  this,  and  thought 
that  he  was  certainly  a  strange  man. 
They  took  the  presents  back  to  the 
yamen,  and  considered  that  they  would 
wait  for  his  return  and  then  send  the 
presents  to  hiin  again. 

CHAPTER  XXIV. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that 
Wang  Tai  and  the  other  two  servants 
had  seen  their  master  leave  by  the 
West  Gate,  and  yet  they  did  not  know 
where  they  were  going  to,  Then  they 
had  galloped  off,  and  they  did  not  know 
the  reason  for  the  speed.  They  went  on 
like  this  for  more  than  ten  miles  (30 
Li).  The  day  was  quickly  drawing  to 
a  close,  and  yet  they  had  not  found  an 
inn  to  stop  at.  That  day  was  the  13th 
of  the  month,  and  the  moon  rose  early. 
They  availed  themselves  of  the  moon- 
light, although  they  did  not  know 
whether  the  road  was  good  or  not. 
They  were  risking  their  lives  in  going 
forward  in  this  way ;  but  they  were 
afraid  that  there  might  be  persuers 
behind  them.  On  the  road  nobody 
§poke  a  word,  and  they  all  pressed 
forward. 
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s  By  the  second  watch  of  the  night 
( 1 1  pm)  they  had  covered  over  ?.-]  miles, 
and  then  they  came  to  a  market  town. 
The  town  was  in  the  district  of  Ching 
Ching  Hsien.  At  that  time  they  were 
all  tired  ont,  both  horses  and  men. 

So  Ln  Hsin  spoke  to  Li  Mien,  "Now 
that  we  have  travelled  so  far,  perhaps 
there  is  nothing  to  be  afraid  of.  Let 
us  stop  at  this  market  town  ;  stay  at 
an  inn,  and  continue  our  journey  early 
tomorrow  morning."  Li  Mien  agreed 
to  this,  and  they  looked  out  for  an  inn. 
Who  could  have  known  that  being 
evening  all  the  inns  would  be  closed 
so  that*"  they  could  not  find  a  place  to 
stay  at. 

•  At  last  when  they  had  got  right  to 
the  end  of  the  street  they  found  an 
inn.  They  all  dismounted,  and  enter- 
ing the  inn  yard  took  the  saddles  off 
"the  horses.  They  called  the  servants 
of  the  inn  to  take  the  horses  to  the 
stables  and  give  them  some  fodder. 

Hi  Hsin  then  called  the  innkeeper 
to  find  clean  rooms  for  them.  But  he 
said  "I  would  not  deceive  guests  of 
the  inn,  bnt  really  there  is  not  a  single 
clean  room  vacant.  Gentlemen,  come 
with    me    and   look    for    yourselves." 
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The  innkeeper  took  a  lamp,  and  con- 
ducted them  to  a  room.  Li  Mien  upon 
entering  sat  down  on  a  stool  panting 
for  breath. 

Wang  Tai  was  bursting  with  im- 
patience to  know  the  cause  of  all  this 
strange  expedition  so  at  last  he  asked 
"  Did  not  Fang,  the  magistrate  say 
that  if  you  would  wait  a  day  he  would 
find  men  and  horses  to  continue  the 
journey  to  Chang  Shan,  but  how  can 
that  be  done?  You  have  left  your 
baggage  behind,  and  departed  in  such 
haste  that  there  will  be  trouble.  Why 
is  this?" 

Li  Mien  heaved  a  sigh  and  said 
"  Ah  !  You  do  not  know,  but  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  great  luck  of  Lu 
Hsin,  both  you  and  me  would  have 
died,  and  had  no  burial.  Now,  thanks 
to  Heaven  and  Earth  we  are  well 
away  from  the  danger,  and  that  is  to 
our  advantage.  Why  worry  about 
baggage  or  trouble?'^ 

Wang  Tai  was  exceedingly  amazed 
at  hearing  this,  and  asked  the  reason. 

Li  Mien  was  just  on  the  point  of 
speaking  when  the  inn  keeper  entered 
the  room.  Now  at  first  the  innkeeper 
had   been  afraid   that  they   were    not 
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decent  men  because  these  five  men 
riding  five  horses  had  arrived  in  the 
middte  of  the  night,  and  yet  they 
had  no  baggage.  So  he  had  re- 
turned to  interrogate  them,  find  out 
what  their  business  was,  where  they 
had  come  from,  where  they  were 
going  to,  and  why  they  had  arrived 
so  late. 

Now    when    Li    Mien,  heard    these 
questions  asked,  he  decided  to  tell  him 
all    about   it,    and    asked    him    to   be 
seated.    He  then  told  him  how  Fang 
Te  had  previously  been  arrested  as  a 
thief,    and    brought    to    his    yamen. 
How    he    had    pitied    him    and    told 
Wang  Tai  to  secretly  give  him  travel- 
ling money,  and    release   him.     How 
afterwards   he   had    lost  his   position, 
and    on    his    way    to    Chang  Shan  to 
interview  Yen  Tai-show  he  had  hap- 
pened to  meet  Fang  Te  who  had  taken 
him  to  his  yamen.     How  he  had  been 
treated  there,  and  then  how  Fang  Te's 
wife  had  tried  to  make   trouble,   and 
had  planned  to  injure  him.     How  very 
luckily  Lu  Hsin  had  reported  to  him 
what    was    being   said,    and  therefore 
they  had  left  hurriedly.     In    all    this 
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description  he  carefully  went  into  all 
the  details  from  the  comnieiicenient  to 
the  finish. 

CHAPTER  XXV. 

Wang  Tai  upon  hearing  this  account 
cursed  Fang  Te  and  said  "An  ungrate- 
ful thief  must  meet  with  revenge  in 
the  long  run."  The  servants  of  the 
inn  upon  hearing  this  were  very  sorry 

Lu  Hsin  then  said  to  the  servants 
of  the  inn  "Our  master  is  tired  after 
his  journey,  so  quickly  get  us  some 
refreshment.  When  we  have  dined 
we  will  have  a  good  sleep,  and  get 
away  early  tomorrow  morning.'^  The 
servants  agreeing  went  off  to  arrange 
matters. 

All  at  once  a  big  man  crept  out  from 
underneath  a  bed.  He  wore  a  black 
tight  coat  and  carried  in  his  hand  a 
jewelled  two-edged  sword.  He  bore 
hi.'uself  so  magestically  that  it  inade 
one  tremble.  He  had  a  blood-thirsty 
appearance,  and  frightened  the  life  out 
of  Li  Mien  and  the  servants.  They 
knelt  down,  and  entreated  the  lusty 
fellow  to  spare  their  lives. 
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The  man  stretched  out  his  hand, 
and  raising  Li  Mien  said  "  Yon  mnst 
not  bv-.  afraid.  We  will  discnss  the 
matter.  Previonsly  I  was  a  Stndent 
of  Justice,  and  usually  took  a  pleasure 
in  vindicating  the  oppressed,  and 
made  a  speciality  of  killing  those  men 
throughout  the  world  who  were  un- 
grateful, or  had  abused  acts  of  kind- 
ness. Just  now  Fang  Te  has  told  me 
many  unfounded  stories  about  your 
having  injured  him,  and  has  begged 
me  to  come  here  and  assassinate  you 
for  his  revenge.  But  who  could  have 
known  that  he  was  not  really  himself 
a  cruel  and  unscrupulous  person,  and 
also  ungrateful  and  an  abuser  of  kind- 
ness. Now  you  have  told  me  the 
reason  for  this,  and  I  have  no  desire 
to  make  a  mistake  in  killing  you." 

Li  Mien  instantly  knelt  down  and 
k'o-t'oued,  saying;  '•  Many  thanks,  'Stu- 
dent of  Justice',  for  your  life  giving 
graciousness." 

The  man  while  raising  Li  Mien 
said  "Don't  thank  me.  I  must  now 
go  back  to  where  I  came  from."  Hav- 
ing said  this  he  went  into  the  court- 
yard released  his  body  and  flew  over 
the  house.     Everybody  was  startled  at 
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this,  and  even  forgot  about  their  food, 
and  dared  not  go  to  sleep,  but  all  sat 
down  waiting  for  the  man  to  return, 

CHAPTER  XXVI 

Let  us  now  see  what  Fang  Te  was 
doing.  When  Pei  Shih  saw  her  hus- 
band return,  having  satisfactorily  done 
the  business,  and  even  bringing  back 
the  presents  she  was  exceedingly 
pleased.  She  quickly  prepared  a  feast, 
and  set  it  out  in  the  house.  She  lit 
the  lamps  and  then  took  Chen  Yen 
and  brought  him  into  the  room. 

After  waiting  until  the  third  watch 
of  the  night  they  suddenly  heard  all 
the  birds  in  the  trees  outside  aroused 
and  flying  about,  and  saw  leaves  falling 
from  the  trees.  They  then  saw  a  man 
who  had  entered  the  room.  Fang  Te 
raised  his  head,  and  saw  that  it  was 
the  "Student  of  Justice"  dressed  like 
a  "spirit  from  heaven,"  and  quickly 
stepped  forward  to  welcome  him.  But 
the  "Student  of  Justice"  did  not  show 
an  inclination  for  politeness,  but  seem- 
ed to  be  in  a  temper.  He  walked 
straight  to  the  upper  part  of  the  room 
and  sat  down.     Fang  Te  and  his  wife 
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knelt  down,  k'o-foued,  and  thanked 
him.  They  wanted  to  qnestion  him, 
but  they  saw  that  he  was  changing  his 
countenance  as  a  result  of  anger. 

He   drew   out   his   jewelled   double 
edged    sword,    making    a   sound    like 
the  wind  and  pointing  it  at  Fang  Te 
Gursed    him    saying     "  You    thievish 
rascal.    Li  Mien  is  the  man  who  saved 
your  life.     Without  a  thought  of  re- 
compensing him,  you  on  the  contrary 
listened  to  your  wife's  language,  and 
repaid  him  with  hatred.     When  your 
business    was    disclosed    he    escaped. 
You  ought  to  repent  and  reform  and 
then    alt  will    be    right.     But   if  30U 
repeat  these  false  statements  or  deceive 
me  I  will  kill  you.    If  you  do  not  now 
tell  me  the  whole   truth  I  will    take 
you,  ungrateful  thief,  and  hack  you  to 
pieces  with  ten  thousand  swords,  and 
even   then  the  temper  of  my    bowels 
will  not  be  appeased." 

Fang  Te  had  not  uttered  a  word. 
His  head  had  already  tumbled  down 
to  the  ground,  and  he  was  afraid  that 
Pei  Shih's  wildness  would  complete 
the  heap.  Usually  he  was  quite  facile 
in  speaking,  but  at  that  moment  he 
was  afraid  to  speak.     (His  heart  and 
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gall  bladder  were  torn).  His  body 
felt  like  a  mass  of  glue  and  vavnisli  so 
that  he  could  not  move. 

The  "Student  of  Justice"  (The 
"Just  Man")  pointing  at  Pei  Sliiii's, 
face  cursed  her  and  said  "  You  dog  of 
a  mean  wife,  you  have  not  encouraged 
your  husband  to  do  good  things,  but 
on  the  other  hand  have  told  him  to 
injure  his  benefactor.  I  will  now 
see  how  your  liver  and  lungs  are." 
6aying  this  he  jumped  forward  and 
kicked  Pei  Shih,  knocking  her  down. 
Then  placed  his  left  foot  on  her  hair 
and  kneeling  down  pressed  his  right 
knee  on  her  two  legs. 

Pei  Shih  appealed  to  him  to  spare 
her  life,  and  she  would  not  dare  to  do 
such  things  again." 

The  "Just  Man"  again  cursed  her 
"You  mean  adulteress!  How  dare  I 
spare  you!  There  is  no  help  for  you, 
who  did  not  dare  to  save  other  men.'' 
Saying  this  he  took  his  two  edged 
swoid,  and  drove  it  into  her  breast  and 
cut  her  open  right  down  to  her  navel. 
Took  his  jewelled  two  edged  sword 
and  put  it  between  his  lips.  Then 
with  both  hands  he  ripped  open  her 
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stomach,  and  took  out  her  heart,  spleen 
liver,  lungs,  and  kidneys.  He  spread 
these  out  near  the  lamp  to  examine 
them  and  then  said  "I  thought  that 
the  heart,  liver  and  lungs  of  this  "dog- 
wife"  would  not  be  the  same  as  in 
other  people.  Sure  enough  however 
they  are  the  same,  but  why  was  she  so 
cruel?"  He  threw  them  on  one  side. 
Then  took  his  jewelled  sword,  and  cut 
off  the  heads  of  both  of  them.  Put 
these  together  and  packed  them  in 
a  skin  bag.  Then  wiped  the  blood 
from  his  hands  and  the  sword.  Picked 
np  the  bag,  went  into  the  courtyard 
and  jumped  over  the  wall. 

CHAPTER  XXVH 

Now  let  us  return  to  h'\  Mien  and 
his  servants  at  the  inn.  They  waited 
until  the  fifth  watch  of  the  night  when 
all  at  once  they  saw  a  flash  of  golden 
light  in  the  yard.  They  were  startled, 
and  raising  their  heads  saw  that  the 
"Just  Man  "  had  returned. 

He  put  a  .skin  bag  down  on  the 
ground,  and  spoke  to  Li  Mien  "The 
ungrateful    thief   caused    me   to  open 
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her  breast,  and  bowels,  and  I  have  now 
brought  the  heads  of  the  decapitated 
rascals.  "  He  then  untied  the  bag,  and 
took  out  the  two  heads. 

Li  Mien  looked  and  although  pleas- 
ed was  also  afraid.  He  quickly  thanked 
him  and  said,  Sir,  your  justice  will 
exist  for  ever.  I  request  you  to  tell 
me  your  exalted  name  so  that  after- 
wards I  can  strictly  recompense  you." 

The  "  Just  Man  "  laughed  and  said," 
Previously  I  had  no  name,  and  did  not 
expect  people  to  recompense  me.  I 
have  just  come  from  underneath  the 
bed,  and  when  we  meet  again  you  can 
call  me,  "The  Just  Man  from  un- 
derneath the  Bed.''  Having  said  this 
he  took  from  his  breast  a  bag  of 
powdered  medicine,  and  opening  the 
bag  took  out  a  little  on  his  finger  nail, 
and  sprinkled  it  on  the  decapitated 
heads  lying  on  the  ground. 

This  done  he  advanced  towards  Li 
Mien,  and  saluted  him  with  both  liands 
folded.  Then  he  went  oiit  of  the  room 
and  in  a  few  moments  could  not  be 
seen. 

Li  Mien  seeing  the  two  heads  dum- 
ped down,  was  very  afraid  as  he  had 
no  plan  how  to  get  rid  of  them  quietly. 
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But  upon  looking  he  noticed  that  they 
were  gradually  getting  smaller,  and 
after  a  little  time  there  was  nothing 
left  but  a  pool  of  water.  At  this  I^i 
Mien  felt  more  at  ease.  They  all  sat 
down  until  day  break. 

Ln  Hsin  paid  the  inn  money,  pre- 
pared the  horses,  and  then  they  mounted 
and  set  ofif.  After  travelling  for  two 
days  they  arrived  at  Chang  Shan  and 
went  straight  to  the  yamen  to  pay 
respects  to  Yen  Tai-shou.  Upon  meet- 
ing they  were  all  very  pleased  to  see 
each  other.  Yen  Tai-shou  pressed  Li 
Mien  to  live  with  him  in  his  official 
quarters,  but  he  was  very  sorry  to  see 
that  he  had  got  no  baggage  with  him,  so 
he  asked  him  the  reason.  Li  Mien  told 
him  what  had  happened,  and  Yen  Tai- 
shou  was  very  much  surprised.  After 
two  days  came  the  report  of  the  As- 
sistant Magistrate  about  the  murder  of 
the  Magistrate  and  his  wife. 

Previous  to  this  during  the  night  of 
the  murder  Chen  Yen,  Chih  Cheng  and 
the  other  servants  seeing  the  work  of 
the  "Student  of  Justice"  had  all  run 
away  to  hide.  When  it  was  day  light 
they  returned  and  then  saw  the  two 
headless    corpses    still    lying    on    the 
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ground.  The  heart,  spleen,  liver,  lungs 
and  kidneys  of  one  had  been  torn  out 
and  thrown  at  one  side,  and  the  heads 
had  been  taken  away.  The  things  on 
the  table  had  not  been  touched.  They 
were  all  frightened,  and  went  at  once 
to  report  the  matter  to  the  Assistant 
Magistrate.  Upon  hearing  the  tale  he 
was  startled  and  jumping  up  went  with 
them  to  investigate.  He  cross  ex- 
amined them,  and  asked  questions  about 
all  the  details  so  as  to  find  out  the 
reason  for  the  murder, 

Chen  Yen  told  him  how  Fang  Te 
wanted  to  injure  Li  Mien,  and  had 
requested  the  "Student  of  Justice"  to 
assassinate  him  (Li  Mien).  After 
he  had  told  everything  the  Assistant 
Magistrate  sent  some  official  "  runners" 
who  took  their  arms,  and  also  Chen 
Yen  to  trace  the  "  Student  of  Justice," 
and  to  arrest  the  man.  Every  body 
soon  got  to  know  of  the  affair,  and  they 
followed  behind  to  see  the  row.  When 
they  reached  the  alley,  and  entered 
the  courtyard  of  the  house  where  the 
"Student  of  Justice"  had  lived  they  saw 
that  the  rooms  were  empty,  and  that 
he  had  gone  away. 
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*'^he  Assistant  Magistrate  discussed 
the  case  with  the  Rtcoidei,  and  they 
made  a  report  to  Yen  Tai-shou.  They 
knew  that  Li  Mien  was  on  good  terms 
with  Yen  Tai-shou  and  they  were  afraid 
that  if  Yen  wastokl  what  had  actually 
happened  he  would  make  trouble.  So 
they  made  up  a  deceptive  report  stating 
that  during  the  night  thieves  had 
entered  the  yamen  and  killed  the 
Magistrate  and  his  wife,  and  had 
taken  the  decapitated  heads  away.  So 
far  the  murderer  had  not  been 
arrested.  They  sent  off  the  report, 
and  then  bought  a  coffin  and  buried 
the  bodies. 

'  When  Yen  Tai-shou  saw  the  report 
he  just  transmitted  it  to  his  superior 
officer.  Now  at  that  time  the  country 
north  of  the  river  was  under  the  go- 
vernment "  of  An  Lii-shan  and  when 
he  heard  that  Fang  Te,  his  protege,  had 
been  killed  he  issued  an  order  that  the 
murderer  must  be  arrested  at  once. 
Upon  hearing  of  this  Li  Mien  was 
afraid  that  he  might  be  implicated 
so  he  asked  leave  to  return  to  Ch'ang 
An. 
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CHAPTER  XXVni. 

Now,  by  a  curious  chance,  just  at 
that  time  a  mandarin  named  Wong 
Heng  committed  a  crime  and  was  sent 
to  prison,  and  he  was  the  man  at  court 
who  had  all  the  affairs  of  impeaching 
officials  in  his  hand.  Therefore  Li 
Mien  got  the  position  of  a  metropolitan 
judge,  and  within  half  a  year  he  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of  Supervis- 
ing Censor. 

At  that  lime  Li  Mien  was  riding 
along  a  street  in  Ch'ang  An,*  when 
he  saw  a  man  wearing  a  yellow  shirt 
and  riding  a  white  horse,  accompanied 
by  two  servants.  Just  as  he  was  near, 
the  horse  became  re'stive  and  the  yamen 
runners  could  not  get  it  to  go  on.  Li 
Mien  raising  his  head  to  look  at  this, 
saw  that  the  man  was  the  Student  of 
Justice  who  had  come  from  under- 
neath the  bed  the  previous  year,  so  he 
quickly  dismounted  and  saluting  him 
said  "How  are  you,  Student  of 
Justice?" 

The  Student  of  Justice  laughed  and 
said  "  So  you  recognise  me,  Sir,  " 

"Then  the  capital  of  China.    Now  Hsiauf  u  the  capital  of 
Sheusi  Province. 
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The  Student  of  Justice  said  "The 
coarse  common  food  of  my  house  is 
not  equal  to  my  respects  for  you.  But 
Sir,  you  must  never  think  it  strange." 
Li  Mien  incessantly  expressed  his 
thanks.  Th3  two  men  dissussed  in  the 
dining  room  the  ancient  and  modern 
deeds  of  bravery,  and  only  separated 
late  in  the  evening. 

The  next  day  Li  Mien  prepared 
some  presents,  and  went  to  visit  the 
man  again,  but  when  he  arrived  all  the 
house  was  empty,  and  he  could  not 
find  out  where  they  had  gone  to.  Li 
Mien  sighed  there  for  nearly  half  the 
day,  and  then  returned. 

Afterwards  Li  Mien  acted  on  the 
staff  of  the  Grand  Secretariat  for  a 
Minister  of  State,  and  was  appointed 
Duke  of  Ch'ien.* 

He  promoted  Wang  Tai  and  Lu  Hsin 
to  minor  official  posts. 


*The  modern  Ch'ien  Yang  Hsien  'M  ^  ^  '•>  Fenghsii- 
angfu  Shensi  Province. 
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